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To the C Citizens of Conkn and 
Weſtminſter, among whom theſe 
Religious Societies are of late 
Eretted: and to whom this 4c 
. count of them is hereby particus 
larly addreſſed, and the Encou- 
ragement of them earneſtly recom« 
mended. . 


SIRS, 


" Conceive it very proper for me, 

and of the greateſt Concern» 

_ ment to:you, to lay particular- 

ly before your Eyes thoſe hope- 

| ful Means of Reformation, which 

| GOD bath lately pleaſed, in Infinite 
| Mercy, to raiſe up amongft you. 

T know, 1 need not tell you, That 
you are Denizons of a City, which for 
is commodious Scituation, « Trade, 
Riches, and Plenty of all necefſary 
CE TR. > 
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To the Citizens 
Accommodations, is inferiour to fews 
dnd for its Evangelical Enjoyments, 
Literty, and Laws, is happy above 
all the Cities in the World. 

. But I muſt in Conſcience mind you, 


That all theſe great Enjoyments are 


in manifeſt Danger of being loſt by 
thoſe horrid Enormities, which have 


for ſome Tears paſt abounded in this 


great City: for indeed, they are 
groſs, ſcandalous, and crying ; even 
to the Reproach of the Government of 
year City, and tothe great Diſhonour 


of the Chriſtian Religion. And there- 


fore, I beſeech you, even by your Hope 
of Mercy in both Worlds,” that you 
would effeitually ſet your ſelves to pull 


up thoſe Peſtiferous Roots, which will 


produce wothing but Gall and Bitter- 
neſs to Toa and Tours, in this Life, 

and that to come, i | 
And I entreat you, with all poſſi 
ble Earneſtneſs, that you would not 
: - rifle 
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of London... 

irsfle nor deliberate long, in a'Caſe 
of ſuch abſolute neceſſity; but ſet to 
zt with as much Earneſtneſs and Aſi- 
duity, as you would to quench the 
Flames which you ſaw kindled upon 
your Houſes (of which you above 
others have had awakening Inſtances) 

or, as you would remove Perſons ins 
feited with the Plague from among 
you: A diſmal Caſe too, which you 
have reaſon to remember. And Iam 
ſure, the leaſt meaſure of Chriſtian 
Faith wil aſſure you, that theſe are 


_ but ſome of the ſmalleſt Inſtances of 


the Vengeance of an Angry God. 

It nearly concerns us of this Nation 
ts take notice, That God does, at this 
day, try us both in a way of Mercy 
and Jidgment at once. We have 
uo ſmall part of the Evil of War up= 
on 1s ; and yet the moſt diſmal EffetTs 
of it are at a happy diſtance from us. 
Ie are, at the ſame time, we” 
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To the Citizens 
of Treaſure, and yet in a Wealthy 
Condition. And we have had very 
confiderable Advantages and Diſad- 
wantages in our Encounters with the 
Common Enemy ; ſo that Almighty 


God ſeems at this day ts have draws 


forth the Sword of his Juſtice againſt 
us with one Hand, ready to give the 
laft Rrokes of his deſerved Indignati- 
'0# : whilſt, at the ſame time, his other 
Hand is all the day long merciful- 
ly Qtretched out to a diſobedient 
and painſaying People. Aud in- 
deed, both the Providences of GOD, 
and the. Sins of Men, ſeem to be ad- 
vanced to a full Crilis, either for our 
Reformation or Deſtrudtion. And 
London 7s many ways loudly warned 
to reform, that it be not ruin'd. 

. ZOW can you then, in Reaſon, in 
Policy, «nd-in'Self-love, (as well as 
In; Conſcience, and in the Faith and 


| Fearof. God ) dela) to take away the 


-C auſes. 
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of London. 
Cauſes of God's Wrath 2 Flow long 
ſhall thoſe worſe than Midianitilh 
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Women:be a Plague and Reproach 
fo your City > How long ſhall they be 


' tolerated to ſpread their Nets in the 


very Streets, yea, before the Sun, 
and to bring their Rottenneſs into the 
very Bones of fo many Perſons and © 
Families > How long ſhall the Diſor- 
ders of Publick Houſes gounpuniſh'd, 
whereby many a young Man ( that 
wight have done good Service to his 
Country many ways) 1 utterly ema- 


feulated, and. becomes. feeble as Old 


Age, aud trembles like a. poor enere 
vate Paralitick ? I 
 1'S it not abſolutely neceſſary to our 
Proſperity { as well as Salvation) 
that the floly Name and Day of che 
Lord te ſanilified, which have been © 
fo dreadfully poPuted and prophaned 
among us 2 4nd that every Family 
which would be thought defrous of 
et _ God's. © 


To the Citizens 
God's Bleſſing, ſhould daily ſeek it by 
ſotomn Prayer? And that they ſeri- 
ouſly ſet up Religious Honſtold-Go- 
wernment within their Watfs, as they 
would not he of the number of thoſe 


who difamn all Relation to God, and 


Dependance on Him 2 
Will you be diſcourag'd from this, 


becauſe ſume diſtratted People will 


call it Fanaticiſm, and give it ſun- 
dry ill Names, which the Enemy of all 
Goodueſs puts into their Mouths Will 


you be mock'd out of Religion, and the., 


Worſhip of God, and the Promiſes of 
His Favour and Kingdom, by ſuch 
Unreaſonable Revilings? Or rather 
will not every one that knows the 
Duty and Reward of a Chriſtian, re- 
Joice and glory in tramplinggown ſuch 

puny Enemies of their Salvation 2 
TEA, Let no Max's Heart fail 
him, tbo' he ſees ſome Sons of Anak 
appearing as Champions, inthe Cauſe 
of 


of Lond; 


of theſe Uncircumcis'd Enemies of 


| God. Toumay, in the following Pages, 


behold young Striplings gommg forth 
with a generous Courage againſt theſe 
blaſpheming Goliahs, who deffe God 
and his People: And, praiſed beGod, 
we have ſome Honourable Magt- 
firates, who go forth as Leatfers in 
this Divine Cauſe ; and we hope they 
will at laſt ſmite overgrown Vice 
in its impudent Forehead, and cut off 


the Head of it by theSword of Ju-. 


tice ; fince they go forth againſ# it 


| 1n the Name of the Lord. 


AND, 0! what abrave aud ble(- 
ſed fight 1s it, in theſe degenerate and 
debauch'd Times, to behold young Men 
(not led by ill Women to the corretti- 
on of the Stocks) but leading them 
to a juſt Correction ! And to obſerve 
them taking greater Pleaſure in ſing- 
ing of Pſalms, than others can poſ- 
fibly take in their prophane and ob- _ 

| icene 


"To the Citizens 
ſcene Songs ; and, in ſhort, better 


pleaſed in the puniſhment of Wickeds | 


neſs, than the poor abandon'd Wretch 
3 in the commiſſios of it ! 

AND in this happy and Bleſſed 
Work you have in your City ſome of al- 
moſt all Ranks and Qualities of Men 
effetually, tho ſecretly, engaged, 
thro the late Mercy of God to'us, viz. 


Members of the Honourable Houſe 


of Commons, Juſtices of the Peace, 
and Gentlemen, together with- Citi- 
zens of all Ranks, Officers of divers 


Qualities, and private Perſons of all 


ſorts : So that you may have Society 
to joyn your ſelf to, ſuitable to your re» 


ſpeci ive Qualzt 'Y and C endition, be it 


what it will : And therefore every 
Tuhabitant of this great City has at 


this day a mojt valuable Opportunity 


of doing grrat Service to God and his 
Count), of wat QHALLLY or Capacity. 
ſoever be be. 


AND. 
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of London: 


UND foall I now need to ask you 


what you reſolve to do in this matter ? 
Or, which fide you will take in this 
pe 6 betwixt the Kingdom of Godly 
and that of the Devil > Dare you be 
of the number of thoſe who revile, 
diſcourage, and oppoſe theſe Perſons 
in the proſecution of ſcaudalous Sins, 
which are our worſt Enemies, and ſ0- 
reſt Plagues? Tea, can you be coot 
and unconcernd in thu important 
Aﬀeair ? 

1 muſs tell you, That there can be 
20. Neuters i» this War betwixt the 
Prince of Light and that of Darkneſs. 
It is the known Rule of our Lord and 
Maſter, That he that is not for him, 
15 againit him : ad, That he that 
gathereth not with him, ſcattereth 
abroad. So that your negleting to 
oppoſe the growth of Sin, according 
to your Place, is a manifeſt cheriſhing 

h of 


M _ TotheCivzens | 

li of it, in God's Aceount, and conſe= © | 
|, gaently an Enmity to Him. Andif | 
|| ou are. againſt GOD, He will be 


1' the World can befriend you. 
THERE u a natural tendency 
in” Vice to raine any Perſon, Fa- 
_ mily, Gity, or. Nation, that har- - 
boars 'it. Tt engenders Sloth, Va- 
rlance, Profuſeneſs, Tride, Fallhood, 
Violence, and a Neglect and Betray- 
tnx, of the Publick Good, It dulls- 
the Underflauding, takes away the 
Senſe of Honour, * Diſpirits Mans 
haod ; cut's the Nerves of Diligence, 
:}' and deftrogs the true Principles of 
4 Commerce and juſt Dealing. And 
by theſe means it direitly tends to 
| undermine and overthrow the Pro- 
J'' ſperity of any City, or Publick 
Felt OE. 
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BUT 


Glens of London. b- 
"| -B@T Rune will purſue Vicethe 
" | more ſwiftly and ſurely, becauſe it.is 
| puſÞ'd on by the juſt Vengeance of 
| Almighty GOD, the righteous Go- 
vernour of the World ; of whoſe 
direſul Judgments «par, other . Ci-: 
ties abroad, you have been ſufficis 
| ently inform'd of late, if. you have 
|} forgotten the farmer Strokes of it 
| upon” your ſelves, To bear from 
Smirna, Jamaica, Malta, Sicily, 
and other places, that many great 
and famous Cities have been jhat- 
ter d, and ſwallowd up by dread- 
ful Earthquakes : whereas the ſame 
G 0 D'( though mightily provoked 
by us) was pleas d only to (hake 
and jogg 11s in a very gentle man- 
ner by the ſame Expreſſion of His 
Diſpleaſare, 


O Sirs / 


To the Citizens, cc. 

O Sirs! take the gentle Warn- 

Ing, and improve the Merciful Rte 

prieve ; left His:Fengeance ſwallow 

us up alſo, when He next ariſeth 

to ſhake terribly the Earth. This 
#, in Duty, laid before you, by 


Your AﬀeRionate 


Monitor, 


7. W 
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Particular Account 


QF THE 


RISE & P ROGRESS 
Of thoſe-. 


Relgiou Societies &. 


Do not here undertake to vive 
" an:Account: of all:the Pious 
Fellowſhip of Youth, which 
hath been amongſtus in time 
paſt, ( which, we may: hope, has 
98 the/Practice of- ſerious Toung 


Men in; all Ages, and among all the 
'to0 various Denominations of Chri- 


Kians; ;) 


142 The Riſe and Progreſs of 
ſtians ; :) but to give a ſhort Narra- | 
\/ tive of the Original of thoſe Re- | 
' gulated Societies, which are now 

' Cthro' the Grace, of God ) conſpi- 3 
|. cuous among us for many good | 
' Works; and/ which (if duly en- 
l courag'd ) may very much contri- 
bute towardsthe Support, Honour | 
and Advancement of theſe Three | 
Kingdoms, in; Church and State; 

and yet are but too little known 

to very many among us. 

NOW, as far as I am able to 
trace their firſt Riſe, it was thus 
introduc'd by the Gracious Provi- 1 
dence of God, : 2 8 

IT isnow aa Twenty years q 
.ag0,' that. ſeveral young: Meni-of # 
'  theChurch of Exgland, in'the Cities | 
|! of London and. Weſtminſter were 
 -abotit the:ſams time touch'd with 
4 very-afſeftingſenſe of their Sins, 
-and © ego ta-apply themſclves, in 
a very 
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_ thoſe Religious Socteties. 143 
a very ſerious manner, to Religious 
Thoughts and Purpoſes. 


As to their manner of Life be- 
fore this,. I anvinform d ,That tho' 
ſome of them-had been guilty of 
great Lewdnefs, and yet became 
very aftectionate Servants of God 
afterwards, (even toan eminency, 
in the Judgment of ſome, who with 
Wonder conlider'd their happy 
Change) yet the greater part of 
them were ſuch as had enjoy'd a 
ſober Education, and had not ſha- 


| _ red in the ſcandalous and heigh- 


ten'd Enormities of theſe later days, 


! otherwiſe than by their having 


been too inſenſible of the Diſho- 
nour done to God by them. But 
they now began to look on their 
own and others Sins, in- another 
manner. YVARW: 83. 

I was, about that time, raade pti- 
vy to the Spiritual Sorrows of one 
of 
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1.44 The Riſe and Progreſsof 
ofthem : who with floods of Tears 
lamented, that he had not till then 
had any afteQing Apprehenſions of 
the Glorious Majeſty and Perfetions | 
of Goa, nor of His Infinite Love to 
Men in his Son Jeſus Chriſt : And 
that he bad not before felt any juſt 
Convictions of the /mmenſe Evil 
of every Oltence againſt God, tho' 
x be but (ſaid he) in the wilful 
Neglect or Miſperformance of any 
Duty to Him. But now he ſaw 
and groan'd under all this, in very 
ſharp and pungent Convittions, 
And withal perceiving the umver- 
fal Corruption of Zumare Nature, 
and the deplorable Crookednels 
and Deceit of May's Heart ; and 
With whata world of Temptations 
' weare encompalsd, being withal 
beſieg d by many 1nviſible Legions 
ot Infernal Opirits, When he con- 
[i fider'd all this, his Soul was even 
th poured 
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poured out within him; and he was 
| in danger of: being overwhelmed 
with exceſſive Sortow.” ” © 
S THE Caſe was very much the | 
ſame with ſeveral young "Men at - 
the ſame time,'(as he then told me) * - -: 


ſome of which had been greatly 


tempted by the Devil (that Mar- 
therer from the beginning) to lay” 


violent Hands on. themſelves : 


| which»was alſo (he'confels'd ) his 


own. Tempration;' and that fo ur- 
gent and: inceſſant, that Sleep de- 


parted from hisEyes;, as wellas Reſt 
E trom his Soul. - 


IN this thournfob Seaſon, theſe 


q diſcontolate convicted Perſons of- 
z ten reſorted to their Mini/ters for 


Spiritual Advice and'Succour ; be- 


| taking themſelves in good earneſt 
$ to the ways of real Piety, and eter- 


nal Peace;. And'it many times tell 


out, (as the ſame perſon inform'd 


H me) 


"YI 
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me) that ſeveral of them met to- | 


gether, at the Houſe of their Spiri- 
tual Phyſician, ſeeking Cure for 
their wounded Spirits ; and fo con- 
trated a little Acquaintance by 
thoſe Providential Interviews. 
FOR, alas! (as he ſupgeſted ) 
there nceded little other Language 
but that of their Looks to diſcover 
rheir inward Sorrows toeach other, |} 
(eſpecially when they came pre- | 
par d to open them to their Mini- 
fter) and they needed no other Ar- 
guments to incline them to pity 
each other's Caſe, but to conſider 
their own; there being a Propentt- 
ty in Nature to ſuccour thoſe who 


_ groan under the like Miſeries with 


our ſelves. So that by theſe and 
the like means they ſoon contracted 

a very intimate acquaintance. | 
THE Benefit of Dr. Horneck's 
Awakening Sermons, and the Mor- 
ning 
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ning Leures onthe Lord's Day in 


: Cornhill, preach'd by Mr. Smzt hies, 


(chiefly deſign'd for the inſtruftion 
| of Youth) having occafion'd much 
x of this happy Work upon the Spi- 
q rits of theſe Towng-men ; they did 
I more particularly apply themſelves 
{ to theſe Divines for DireCtion, who 
I had been Inſtruments in the Hand 
$ of God for their convition. 


AND upon their frequent Ap+ 


{ plication to theſe and other Minj- | 
fers, it was adviſed, That fince _ 
| their Troublesaroſe from the ſame 


Spiritual Cauſe, and rhat their In- 


| clinations and Reſolutions centerd 
q in the ſame Purpole of a holy Life; 
1 they ſhould meet together once 


a week, and apply themſelves to 
g00d Diſcourſe, and things wherein 
they might edifie one another, And 
for the better regulation of their 


$ Meetings, ſeveral Rules and Orders 


H 2 were 
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were preſcribd them, being ſuch 
as ſeem'd molt proper to efte& the 
End propos'd. | 
\,. _ UPON: this, they met toges 
|, ther, and kept to their Rules; and | 
IH at evcry meeting (as it was ads | 
'} visd) they confider'd the Wants |} 
bi of the Poor ; - which in time a- 
// . mounted to ſuch conſiderable 
Sums, that'thereby many poor Fa- | 
milies have been reliev'd, ſome 
poor People fet into a way of 
Trade ſuitable to their Capacities, | 
'-., fundry Priſoners ſet at Liberty, 
ſeme poor Scholars ſurthered in 
their Subfiſtence at the Tniver/ity, 
: ſeveral Orphans maintain'd, with | 
 . many other good Works. 
; BUT they were not preſently 
| brought to: thoſe pious Exerciſes, 
| Orders, and Things of publick Be- 
| weft ; towhichthey are now, by 
| the Grace of God, advanced. As 
no | 
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no Creature is born i in its full Per- 
feaion, fo the improvement. of 


{ theſe Socteties grew up by degrees, 


by conferring one with another, 
and by their enlarg'd Deſires of 
doing Good, as Occaſions and Ad- 
vice were offer'd them. So that [ 
cannot but recommend Chriſtian 
Joczety With the-greateſt earneſt- 
neſs, to all ſorts of Men. Ir mutt 
needs be as uſcful to Mayi/trates 
and Miniſters, in carrying on their 
arduous work of regulating and re- 
forming Mens Manners, as daily 
Experience ſhew's it to be to Ar- 
tits and T7: radeſmen, who joyn ta- 
gether in Companies and Societies, 
and find their Arts and Intereits 
advanc'd by a multitude of Heads 
and Hands. So that we may very 
properly pronounce Solomon +.+'s 


to him that is alone. 
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THESE Toung-men loon found 
the Benefit of their Conferences 
one with another, by which (as 
ſome of them have told me with 
Joy) they better difcover'd their 
own Corruptions, the Devil's Tem- 
Ptations, and how to countermine 
his Subiile Devices ; as to which 
cach perſon communicated his Ex- 
pcriences to the reſt. 

I T ſeemed proper, for the bet- 
ter managemenpt of their Common 
Stock for Charitable Uſes, to 
chuſe two Stewards, as the Ma- 
nagers of their Charity. And 
the two firſt Stewards that I find 
(afrer diligent ſearch) were in the 
Year 1678. whoſe Names I have 
by me, with a recorded Succeſſion 
of them to the beginning of the 
Reign of King James II. at which 
time the face of the Reformed Re- 
{igi0s being clouded, and all private 

Meet- 
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Meetings ſuſpeQted, fome of theſe 
young perſons, not having dig'd 
deepenough to'have a.firm Root in 
Religion, began to ſhrink and give 
back,(ike the Seed in our Saviowr's 
Parable, which had no deepneſs of 
Earth) being afraid of the Jealou- 
tie of the State againſt them, efpe. 
cially when they ſaw the Zloody 
and mercileſs Executions in City 
and Country, with which that 
Reign began, which dy'd it of 
ſich a crimfon colour, as render'd: 
ir frightful to many, particularly 
to. theſe young Proſelytes, info- 
much. that ſome of them torfook 
Mir wonted Aemoiles, and get- 
ring looſe from their ſtrict Rules 
and good Soczety, they grew cool 
in Religious Concerns, and alas! 
ſome of them grew loole and ex- 
travagant, 


H. 4 Times 


—— 
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Times of Danger are indeed 
Times of Tryal, and many times 
of Falling ; . av it prov'd to the firſt 
Followers of our Blefſed Savioar, 
who kept cloſe to their Maſter 
whilſt he was art liberty, but when 
they faw him apprehended, and 
in the hands of powerful Enemies, 
they all forſook him, and fled. 

But, thro' the . Grace of God, 


there was not ſuch a rotal tergi- 
verſation among theſe Diſciplesof 


our Lord ; bat, on the contraty, 
ſome of them being encourag'd by 
others, who till then had not been 
of this Society, being alſo griev'd 


at Heart to ſee {ome of ther Bre- 


thren tur their Backs in the day of 
Battel;, and being animated with 
holy Zeal againſt the growing In- 
tereſts of Popery, (which then ap- 
pear'd not only open, but in Ar- 
mour ; being promoted by the ut- 

moſt 


y 0” OR Re a——— -. _ a A. m_ 
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moſt Power and moſt earneſt Zeal 
of the Prince then reigning ) : Be- 
ing (1 ſay) greatly moved on all 
theſe accounts, they took up a 
more vigorous Relolution thar 

_ ever, to do what in them lay ro» 
wards the maintaining and encrei- ' 
ſing the Purity and Power of Reti- 
g10n inthemſelves and others. And 
ſeeing that the Popiſh Maſs was 
then publickly celebrated not on- 

ly at the Royal Chappel, but in o- 
cher publick places, chey ſet up 
(at their own'"expence) publick. 
Prayers every Evening at Eight 
of the Clock, at St. Clement Danes, 
which never wanted a full and at- 
fectionate Congregation. And not 
long after they fer up an Evening 
Montkly Lecture *1n the fame 
Church, 'to confirm* , Communiz: 
cants in the holy - Purpoſes and 
Vows which rhey' made at tl&: 
7 H 5 Lord's, 
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4 Lord's Table: Andby this publick 
| Lecture (which was greatly fre- 
| | quented) many were confirmed | 
''}F both in the Profeſſion and Pra- | 
Qice of the true Principles of Pri- þ 
mitive Religion ; for they were | 
preached by the moſt eminent Di- 3 
vines about the City from whoſe 
Lips and Pens Popery,receiv'd ſuck 
Wounds, as all her Art will never 
be able to cure. v3 T 
IT was the Defign of theſe 
young Men, from the firſt framing |} 
of their Soczetzes,. to conceal their 
Names from..publick Knowledge, 
teft it ſhould ſeem. to be a Device 
ro catch the Applauſes of Men:;- 
which is but a very. poor matter, |} 
anacrial Blaſt, of little importance 
if youohtain it, and of which you | 
can havenohold ; and they look'd. | 
/ upon it witha juſt Diſdain, in com- | 
| @Farifon With thoſe exceeding great 
; EET a2 | and 
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and precious Promiſes which the 


Unchangeable God hath ſet be- 


fore men. But they had now a 
particular Reaſon- for concealing 
their Names from. all but their 
Miniſters and a few Friends; for - 
the Eyes.of- Papi/ts, then in. Power. 
were intent upon them, who (to- 
gether with thoſe their Under- 
ſetters, whom Gain and the Pro» 
miſes of Court: favour had brought 


# overtotheir Party) pry'd narrow- 


ly into all they did: So-that they 
faw, that they had great Reaſon 
as well as the Primitive Chriſtians, 
to. make uſe of the Wiſdom of the 
Serpent, whuulſt they as carefully 
rerain'd the /unocence. of the Dove ; 
clpecially being in the near Neigh- 
bourhood. of the Court, which was. 
then filPd with foreign and dome-. 
ſtick Zealots for. Popery, or with 
crouching falic Friends to Prote-. 
ftaucy. | LN 


k 
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IN this JunQure, upon Advice, 
they chang'd the Name of Soctety 
for that of Club; and inſtead of 
meeting at a Friend's Houſe, wito 
might be endanger'd by it, they 
adjourn'd to ſome publick Houſe 
or other, where they could havea 
Room to themſelves,and under the 


\ Pretext of fpending a Shilling or 
wo, they confer'd ſeriouſly toge: 


therin the ſame religious manner | 
asformerly ; by which honeſt Ar- | 


tifice they carried on their good 
Deſign without taterruption, even 


to the-end of tha? unbappy Reign. 
THIS their Conſtancy, Piety, 
and good Service to the Publick, 
made them much eſteem'd at the 
beginning of the Reign of K. W:- 
Ham and Q. Mary, thoſe celebrated | 
Inſtruments of God's Providence, 
for the reſtoring our Religion and 
Liberty, when the publick Enjoy- 
ments 
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ments of both. were- juſt expiring. 
So that now their Religious Exer- 
ciſes and Purpoſes grew more pub- 
lick and famous ; which gave oc- 
caſion to ſome miſtaken or 1ll- 


affeted People to accuſe theſe So- 


cieties to the Bi(bop, as things lead- 
ing to Schiſm, Spiritual Pride, and 
many other ul Confequences. This 
made their Names more publick. 


_ than ever they thought or deſir'd 


to havethem ; for now they were 
oblig'd to appear and juſtifie their 
Undertaking ; which they did ina 


very 'humble and ſolid Apology, 


which they. preſented tothe Biſhop. 
And their Vindication appear'd fo 
Reaſonable and SatisfaQtory; their 
Aſſemblies fo Regular and. Subor- 
dinate to. the Pubitck Worſhip, and 

their Deſigns ſo truly Chriſtian and 
Inofftenſive, (all which was atteſt- 
ed by ſeveral eminent Divizes. on 


their 
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their behalf) that his Lordſhip de- 
clared himſelf ſatisfied with it. 
FOR indeed, any one that pery- 


ſes the Vindication of their Socie« ? 
ties, which they drew up, upon | 


this and another like occation, (the 


Copies of which ſeveral of them. 


keep by them) will find, that they 
have given ſuch meek and full An- 
{ſwers to every ObjeRion, that they 


have render'd it very .difficult for 


any Lover of Piety, or any one that 


knows and deſires the Intereſts of 


the Reformation, to make any rea- 


ſonable Objection againſt their 07, 
ders or Deſign. ; | 


As to. that which. is fear'd by 


fome ſober and.good People, name- 
ly, that it may degenerate in time 


to 2 Sed, and introduce Divi/ion; 
be it conſider'd, that as this would 


MTYAETINHN UI Fane $24 be TE atiaodad 
mdeed be a very deteſtable thing, 
lo they have molt induſtricufly 


f 
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fenced themſelves againſt it, by 
T their Monthly Communion ; their 
uſe of many of the pablick Prayers: 


 Þ conſtantly in their Aſſemblies; 


T their ſetting up pablick Prayers in: 
$ many Churches in the City, and 
frequenting them in,great bodies, 
wherethey appear the moſt devout: 
part of the Congregation; and 
their utter diſclaiming of allS chi/ma 
and Fadtion; and finally, their hum 
ble deference to their M:nifters, 
(without whoſe Approbation no- 
Rule, Prayer, nor Praftice 1s al» 
low'd among , them). LIfay, all 
theſe Conliderations together give 
any ſober Perſon all the SatisfaRti- 
S on that he canreaſonably demand, 
8 that there is no manner of Ground 
for ſuch a Jealouſte: For indeed, 
they find fuch improyement in all 
Chriſtian Duty, and fach Satisfa tis 
0 in their Conſczexces, in obſerving 

 -- 
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the Conſtitutions of the Church 
of England, that ut isremark'd by 
ſome that have made a full Enqui- 
ry into the matter, that they could. 


never yet. find more than. one In-_ 


ſtance of any perſon of theſe Socie- 
ties that hath faln from the publick 
Communion to any Se:Z or Separa- 
tion, | By 

_ AND as to that other dark and 
dilmal Caſe of ſome of them, who 
after an appearance of Zeal for 
this pious Undertaking, anda tem: 
porary Partnerſhip in it, have faln 
off to Vanity and Vice : Itis like 
the cutting off a Member to the 
reſt of the Body ; they conſider it 
with piercing Grief, Aﬀicion and 
Indignation, tho' it be no new 
thing in every Profeſſion of Re/j- 


gion to have ſome falſe Brethren, 


The firſt Planters of Chri/};anity 
had reaſon to ſigh over the Apo- 


{tacy | 


A. 
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World had enſnared. And | men- 
gtion this, that every one'that ma- 
Wketh profeſſion of Religion, "and 
. Webinkerh that he ſtandeth, may take 
beed' left he fal. And. that they 
may dig deep, and lay a firm Foun- 
dation in' Faith, Lowlineſs of Mind, 
| Rand ſound Knowledge of the great 
> (Things of our Salvation ; and that 
c they be: very. firi& in. 'Chrifttien 
. Waichſulneſs, and in Morrification 
1 Rof the Defires of Sin, and the in- 
e flward Workings -of Corruption, 
e 
£ 
d 
XN 


even to their Tife's end. 
TO fall from a high Profeſſion of 
Religion, will prove a very craſh- 
ing and dreadful Fall. And there- 
i= Wore let every Chriftian look well 
». Mo the Sincerity of his own Heart, 
'y {hat his Spiritual Knowledge and 
- Woly Vows may not encreafe the 
| | nums- 


mas, whom the Love of this preſent 4 
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number -of -his Stripes at laſt, for 


want of walking ſuitably thereto, 
and of perſevering therein. 


MANY of theſe 7/uhappy Rewol. | 


ters from their former ſtriftneſs 
of Life, are now not able to bear 
the Reproofs of their perſevering 
Brethren; they ſhun their Com- 
pany, they know not how to con- 
verſe with them, and are aſham'd 
to look them 1n the Face. And 
ſometimes thev pray nem to-dir 
fturb them 10: more by their Ad- 
monitions, ſince they apprehend 


all the Danger they threaten them ' 


with to be very true, and foreſce 
their deſperate End-ſomerimes with 
a Terror. not .t9 be expreſsd. And 
their Deſign ſeems to be, to divert 


thoſe Melancholy Thoughts as long 


as. they can, with all the Senſual 
Merriment, they can invent, So 
true is that Obſervation, That Re- 


ligion 
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lizion can torment thoſe whomsit can- 
uot reclaim, | : 

O! how much greater Comfort 
is there in the Cabendinic Prattiſe 
than in the Prophane Contempt of 
Religion, even in the courſe of this 
mortal Life ! But who can expreſs 
the infinite difference betwixt them 
in the Hour of Death, the Day of 
Judgment, the ſtate of the Reſur- 
rection, and the unchangable Eter- 
nity to come ? | 

TO ſhun this fatal Danger of 
apoſtatizing from God, and rever- 
4} fing their Vows made to Him ; it 
is the PreQtice of all theſe Socie- 
ties to partake of the Zoly Supper 
of our Lord as frequently as they 
may, thereby to devote themſelves. 
| afreih to their good Maſter, and to 
confirm their Purpoſes of perpetual 
Service tO Him, and asa Means of 
| receiving Spiritual Strength from 

Him fo to do. © AND: 


I0DVSR $999 I Tee ner nn 


i64 The i ſe Mt Progref " 


AND in order to their more ad- 
viſed Preparation for ſo ſolemn a 
Work, there is in ſome one Church 
or more of this City a Sermon 
preached every Lord's Day in the 
Evening ( by the procurement of 
fome of thefe Societies) on the im- 
portant Subject of due Preparation 


. for the Lid s Table, and a meet de- 
por tment after it ; : by which great 


Good has been done, and a deep 
ſenſe of Religion wrought in many. 
perfons. 


AND by this their Care to ac- 


quit their Conſciences, as to rhis 
' laſt Command of our dying Lord, 


many of them have { by the Grace 
of God ) attained to that exce/ent 
primitive Temper of frequent com- 
municating without growing tor- 
mal ; nor leſſening due Reverence 
by the frequency, nor extinguith- 


wg 
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ing the proper Exerciſes of Loveto 
God, Thankfulneſs and Spiritual 
Joy at this Divine Sacrifice of 
Praiſe, (as ſome unhappily do) by 
exceſſive and unſeaſonable Terror 
and Dread. | | 
THERE is fuch Love amongſt 
© thoſe of them that have faln un- 
- | der my Obſeryation, that ſcarce 
| any natural Brothers are ſo vigo- 
|| rouſly affeQionate. I have otten 
| beheld their meeting and parting 
Embraces with admiration ; and 
thoſe who are newly admitted are 
- | fooncontracted into the ſame Fel- 
s || lowſhip of Chriſtian Brotherhood. 
,, | TT is requir'd of ſuch as deſire 
e | to joyn themſelves to them, That 
7 || they give the Soczety a ſolemn Ac- 
1- | count of their Senſe of Spiritual 
'- | Things, With the real Motives 
:e | which lead them to this Underta- 
1- | king, and what they ſeriouſly pur- 
poſe 
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poſe as to their Future Life. This 
1s many times done in Writing ; 
and I have perusd ſome of rheir | 
Papers, and have found then pen'd 
1n ſuch an honeſt, affeQionate and 
undiſguis'd ſtile, with ſuch pious 
and fenfible Expreſſions, and in fo 
modeſt and humble a manner, that 
they would n.ightily afte&t any 
plous perſon to read them, and 
move him to break forth in pa- 
thetick Praiſes ro God, who hath 
given ſuch Grace ro yourg Men 
in ſo degenerate an Ape. 

AS for the Reproaches which 11! 
People caſt on theſe Soczeties, it is 
what good Things and Perſons 
have ever met with from the be- 
cinning, and muſt be expeRted to 
the end of rhe World. The Scofts 
and Gruiges of ſuch People againſt 
any thing, demonſtrate that there 
is Good in it; -and indeed their 

Com- 
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Commendations may belook'd up- 
on as an effeQnal Defamation. 

8 UPON ſuch Occafions of Slan- 
gders and Evil-ſpeaking apainſt them 
I have heard them exhorting and 


true Chriſtian Armour of Humility, 

atience, and a Reſemblance of our 
Bleſſed Saviour's Silence under Re- 
110gs, admiring that divine Com- 
mand of his, of returning Bleſſing 


Wor Curjrng, and of endeayouring to 
| Ipvercome Evil with Good, minding 


One another not tomake any men= 
ion of their being of ſuch or ſuch 


- Triftians. 

o | AND thus by exhorting and en- 
7 Fouraging one another to Chriſtian 
& Puty, the Piety of many of them 
-@ (as appeard very eminent and 
ir FxcewPiary ; infomuch, that it is 
8 = eVi- 


recommending to each other the 


a Society, but to make their Zoly 
« [:7ves to teſtifie, that they are real 
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poſe as to their Future Life. This 
is many times done in Writing ; | 
and [ have perusd ſome of their * 
Papers, and have found them pen'd | 
1n ſuch an honeſt, afteQtionate and jþ 
undiſguis'd ſtile, with ſuch pious Þ 
and fenfible Expreſſions, and in fo 
modeſt and humble a manner, that | 
they would n.ightily afte&t any | 
plous perſon to read them, and 
move him to breax forth in pa- 
thetick Praiſes ro God, who hath 
given ſuch Grace to yourg Men 
in ſo degenerate an Ape. F 
AS for the Reproaches which 111 } 
People caſt on theſe Soczetzes, it is 
what good Things and Perſons 
have ever met with from the be- 
inning, and muſt be expected to || 
the end .of rhe World, The Scots | 
and Grugges of ſuch People againſt 
any thing, demonſtrate that there 
is Good in it; and indeed their 


Comes | 
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Zommendations may belook'd up- 
Wn as an effeQual Defamation. 
G A UPON ſuch Occafions of Slan- 
4 Wers and Evil-fpeaking againſt them 
4 JJ have heard them exhorting and 
1s Fecommending to each. other the 
© Wrue Chriſtian Armour of Humility, 
it Patience, and a Reſemblance of our 
y | Bleſſed Saviour's Silence under Re- 
\d Fil10gs, admiring that divine Com- 
a. (and of his, of returning Bleſſing 
th {or Curjing, and of endeavouring to 
-n Rvercome Evil with Good, minding 
Dne another not to make any men= 
Fion of their being of ſuch or ſuch 
g Society, but to make their Zoly 
zves to teftifie, that they are real 
hriſtians. 
AND thns by exhorting and en- 
gouraging one another to Chriſtian 
Juty, the Piety of many of them 
as appeard very eminent and 
\eir ({xcWPiary ; infomuch, that it Is 
— eVi- 
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evident, even to demonſtration, 
that their Zeal hath in many pla- 
ces given new Life to the celebra- 
tion of the Lord's Sapper, publick 
Prayer, Singing of Pſalms, and Chri- 


ſtian Conference, Duties which were 


in many places almoſt diſuſed, or 
perform'd in a cool and languithing 
manner. | 

THIS is ( as far as human Eye 
can ſee) the real and only Defign 
of theſe Soczeties, who ſeem with 
one Heart to, attempt, by the moſt 
Plous and praceable methods, to 
put a ſtop to our overflowing Wic- 


 kedneſs, remove our Plagues, and 


to diſpoſe us into a meetneſsfor the 


Bleſſings and gracious Preſence of 


God; by whole Bleſſing they have 
of late years ſo encreas'd among(t 
us, that there are now 25 diſtin 
Bodies of them, within the compals 
of the Bil/s of Mortality. ANC IE 

| ides 
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ſides, thoſe that have been ſome i 
time ereQed in the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, and in the City of 
Olouceſter, &c. there are others 
newly formed in Shadwe, Green- 
wich, and even as far as Dublin in 
the Kingdom of JIrelaud; where, 
trom three or four perſons, with 
which they began, they are now 
encreasd to nine or ten Soctetzes, 
containing about Three hundred 
perſons. And they tind ſuch En- 
couragement there from the pious 
Archbiſhop, and from leveral D:-- 
vines, and other conſiderable Per- 
ſons, that they have been a means 
of reviving a great Senſe of Rel;- 
gion 11 many of the Inhabitants cf 
that City, and have begun a very 
hopeful Reformation of Manners 
among them ; the Archbiſhop has 
ving tigned his Approbation of 
their Orders, which are copied 

[ from. 
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from thoſe in London : And indeed: 
all theſe good Effets were occa- 
ſion'd by the Examples of the Lo#- 
don Socie'ies, and by the removing 
of ſome few of the London Aﬀſo- 
ciates to Dublin. 

"This minds me to add, that out | 
of theſe Religious Societies in Loy- 
on, there have been two Aſſociate 
Bodies formed, who have made it 
their Endeavour to inform againſt 
Vice and Prophaneneſs, in order to 
{uppreſs the publick Infolence of 
it, mecting weekly to carry it on, 
according to the legal and pruden- 
tial Rules which ſome worthy Gen- 
tlemen, learned in the Law, drew 
up tor them; in which they have 
ſpent. a great deal of Time and 
Labour, and have ſufferd many 
Reproaches tor their Diligence in 
this good and neceſſary Work - 
yea, they have Often run the ba- 

zard 
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2zard of their Lives in it, which 
they undervient with Chriſtian 


Courage, being greatly ſupported 
(under God ) by divers of our Bi- 


ſhops and London Divines, who told 


them, That if any of them fut- 
ferd in ſo divine a Work; they 
would very much reſemble the 
Martyrs and Cexfefſors of Chriſt, 
and receive the Reward of it 1n 
the.other World. And in this re- 
ſpe, the Right Reverend Biſhop of 
Glonceſier, and thoſe worthy Di- 
vines, Dr. Zorneck, Dr. Jekyl, and 
Mr. Edward Stephens, have moſt 
eminently ſignaliz'd their Zeal for 
their Great Maſter and His Work. 

AND here, I conceive, it may 
be conducive to the Publick Good 
to make: another eminent Soczety 
known to the World, which is of 
late ereCted 1n this our capital City, 


| which confiſts of many confiderable 
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172 The Riſe and Progreſs of 
Gentlemen and chief Citizens, who 
frequently meet to ſuperintend, 
dircQ, and purlſye this glorious 
Work of Reformation, conſulting 
the belt and moſt adviſable me- 
thods to carry it on, ſpending a 
oreat deal of time weekly, and 
{ometimes daily, 1n 1t, and furthe- 
ring it by very large and honou- 
rable Contributions ; by whoſe 
means ſeveral T houſands of Drun- 


| Kards, Swearers, and Prophaners of 


the Lord's Day have been brought 
ro juſt Puniſhment : And they have 
by various methocs excited all the 


Cities, Cor porations, and Market- 


Towns 1n this Kingdom to do the 
like, .-<-- 
AND to the great and juſt Ho- 
ncur of many worthy Juſtices of 
the Peace in and about this City, 
te it mention'd, That a very con- 
fiderable number cf them have 
agreed 
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agreed to meet weekly, to pro: 


"mote and facilitate this excellent 
Deſign. en 


AND here I may not with Ju: 
ſtice omit to mention a very ative 
and ſucceſsful Soczety for Reforma- 
ziong conliſting of about Sixty per- 
ſons, moſt of them Houſe-keepers 
in and about the Tower Famblets, 
to whom ſeveral perſons 1n vart- 
ous parts of the City arc joyn'd, 
with ſeveral Chnrch-waradens,Conſta- 
Bles, and other Officers. And tho! 
this Society 1s compos d of perſons 
who differ one from the other in 
ſome leſſer Circumſtances of Reli. 
gion, yet they at as one Man 
apainſt Debauchery and Prophane- 
neſs : And they have put down ſe- 
veral open Markets which were 
kept on the Lord's D3y, and have 
ſuppreſſed ſome hundreds of Hou- 
ſes of ill Fame, and have brought 

I 3 the 
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the Frequenters of them to due 
Shame and Puniſhment. And by 
the means of this Soctety alone, 
about 2000 lewd. Perſons have 
ſuffered the penalties of the Laws 
ſuitable to their Crimes. And 
their Proccedings herein have been 
{0 prudently and legally managed, 
that they have for ſome time -paſt 
reccived great Countenance inthe 
_ feveral Courts of Fudicatare; and 

Encouragement trom the Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen of 
this City, who have honourably 
contributed towards the neceſſary 
great Expence of {o vaſt an Under- 
taking. 

AND indeed, all theſe Societies 
before-mentioned, with ſome o- 
thers in the ditierent parts cf the 
City (which I ſhall nor particu- 
larly inſiſt upon) have by the 
bleſſing of Almighty God fo hap- 
ply 
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pily prevailed, 'that the open"op- 
poſition to Reformation 15 ail 
abated, the general Odium and the 
threatning Dangers of informing 
againſt: Viceand Prophaneſs much- 
le(fened, and the. bleſſed Work of 
Reformation ict into fuck an ex- 
cellent and ſucceſsful Method , 

that the outward part of it would 
ſoon be effe&ed, would but ſome 
few in every Street or Pariſh who 
are of Place and Power, pull their 
Hands out of their Bolus to en 
gage in this honourable and ne- 
ceſlary Work ; or. would others, 

who are of Ability, but contri 
bute'as it becomes them, towards 
the Expence of it. For, the ap- 
prehending of lewd: People, and 
rhe Profecution of them in the. 
courle of our Law 1s very charges 
able; in ſo much, that more-than 
ſeven hundred: Pounds have been'ex- 


1:4" © pended: 


pended in' this work by. one. of 


theſe Societies alone, within the 


ſpace of the laſt three years: As 
it may be proved by their Book of 
Accounts, to any one that deſires 
it for any good End. 


AND that none may be diſcot- 
raged on the account of the gene- 


ral Overflowing of Vice, and the 


diifpropotionable fewnels of Hands | 


engaged to put a ſtop to it, It is 
fit that it be known, that the 
chief part of this Oppoſition to 
Publick Immorality has been: ocea- 
ſioned by the meeting. of 4 or 5 
private Perſ:i3 together, who 
duely conſideriaz and bewailing 
the Height and Extent of the:Sins 
of this Nation, came to-a Reſolu- 
tion of doing their utmoft to op- 
poſe it, in the due courſe of orr 


Laws, An Attempt, which me-_ 


thinks, ſeemed. as Generous and 
He- 
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Heroick, as that of Jonathan ard 
his Armour-Bearer, who being 1n- 
| ſpirited by God, reſolved to at- 
tack a whole Army of Philiſtines 
_encampt on a vaſt Hill: But the 
Lord of Hoſts who-led:them on in 
this noble Enterprize, did ſucceſs 
fully carry them thorow it,- to 
the utter Diſcomfiture of thoſe 
numerous Enemies of God: And 
ſince we may without R aſhneſs: 
conclude, thar this Effort againſt. 
publick Sins has the ſame Or:zg/zal 
with that of Foxarthan, we hope it 
may at laſt attain the fame Es, 
tho: this Attempt againſt nume- 
rous and heightened: Enormities. 
has as great Diſadvantages as that, 
in humane Eſtimate. 

O! what a Field of Honour lies: 
here, before all Perſons-among us! 
In which Magiftrates and Miniſters 
are more” efpecially concerned to- 
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-ons of Men. 
Tit and determine them efteQuually 


calls them, a work abſolutely ne- 
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be Leaders, who are by their OM- 
ces deſigned to dire the Conlci-! 
ences,and regulate the Converſati- 
[ beſeech the Ab- 
mighty and All-good God to inſpi- 


20 this Work, to which he loudly: 


ceſlary not only to our Proſperity 
'but Subſiſtence; and for want of 
Which we-are almoſt undone. 


AND in truth, ' the Glory .of 


Almighty God, .and the Support 


of our- Church and State, are -{o 
manifeſtly concerned herein ; that- 
1 cannot fee how the Mznifters of 


Juſtice or of Divine Service Will bel © 
able to anſwer the unchriſtian ; 
-Neglet of it, before the Lord Je-f 
fus Chriſt (the Judge of All): ber 1 
tore whoſe Fudgement-Seat we muſt 
£/ appear, ang that very ſpeedily. ©: 


Whereſ* 


. thoſe 'Keugions Docretiess . 17.9, | 
Where tivo Armies are engaged | in 
a.bloody-and uncertain Battle, how 
will thoſe Regiments anſwer 1t.to. 
their Prince, who ſtood by, and 
idly lookt on, without ſtriking 
one: hearty.ſtroke in his-Cauſe, .to 
whom: they. vowed. a. Rs. 
Faithfulneſs to: their Death 2 But 
| above the.reſt, chow will the, Q{6- 
RL of thoſe daſtardly Troops,an- 

W ſwer it to their Soverezgn, who 

dreaded a little Danger:and Hard- 
c ſhip in his Service, more thag@hys. 
Royal Diſpleaſure? "Rs 
A H Sirs ! Tf we are now: back: - 

ward to contribute our.utmoſt Eg-. 
| deavours-inour ſeveral Stations.to-. 

wards the ſuppregingthoſe impu-. 
dent and ſcandalous. Vices, where-. 
by ozr Ged and: his. holy Religion 
are ſo outragiouſly blaſphemed: | 
If we prefer carnal Eaſe, 
Your of men, ,or. ANY, wol 
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tereſt, before the Henour of our 
God and the propagation of Reli- 
gion : What inſupporrable Shame, 
Horror and Regret will at laſt 
leize us,. and for ever torment 
us ! And therefore I again beſeech 
the Zoly Spirit to excite and fix 


oe ae wed. Sond. ©. fro s 


of the Reformed Religion. 

AND as for all thoſe various 
Degrees of men who have already ll 
fet their Hands to this excellent 
Work» may they neven flacken 
their Hands or pull them back. Let 

me entreat them to aCt in it with 
a Zeal,Conſtancy and Purity of In- 
tention, ſuitable to ſo divine an 
Employment as that they engage 
F” 1, 


| in us all (even in Magiftrates, Mi- Wl 
þ #ifters,and allRanks.of People) a vi- Wl 
I! gorous and effe&ual Zeal for his I 
pi holy Name and. Will; and a juſt 
fit Concern for- the languiſhing Re- iſ 
A pute of the Chriſtian Name, and iſ 
[ih 
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thoſe Religious Societies. 1 81 
in, to ſo great and good a Maſter 
as they ſerve, and. to that infinite. 
Reward which they may expeQ. 
Be not ſuchEnemies to.your ſelves, 
as to be weary of wel-doing, (ince 
in a ſhort 7ime yoa will. reap, if you 
faint not, | 

O Chriſtians ! Look unto Je- 
ſus, who not only axderwent the 
Contraditiion of Sinners, but endu- 
red the Croſs, and deſpiſed the 
Shame, for the Glory which was 
ſet before bim. Remember, That 

as 2 Curſe is threatned to ſuch as 
Ss 8 do the Work of the Lord-negligently, 
So a Crows is prepared tor thoſe 
who are faithful unto Death. 

THE Time of our Warfare is 
but ſhort, and the difficulty of ir 
will be much ſweetened by rhe 
promiſed Comforter, and the Re- 
ward of well-doing will be of in: 


- 


finite Value and eternal Duration; 
And 


y_ WT 
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And as no work in the World will 


be more commended of our fu-i © 
preme Judge at laſt, than this of " 
Reformation ; fince he himſelffrs V 
as a Refiners Fire and as Fullers ſl © 
Soap, to purifie and cleanſe his Peo- : 


ple from-their'fins ; and fince he  * 
will e're long conlume that Re- X 
probate'Silver, which is not effe- q 
It 
P 


Qtually-refined by thoſe means of 
Purification which he hath ordai- 
ned: On all theſe accounts, I fay, 


we have no' Concern upon Earth 7 
{o great, 'as to acquit our ſelyes 
well in this our ſpiritual Calling, I . 
not being ſlothful, but diligent Fol- - 
lowers of them, who thro" Faith and'Þ : 
Patience inherit the Promiſes. _ 
AND: here I cannot but call c 
upon our diſſenting Brethren alſo. 
to/ joyn their Hands and. Hearts | © 
with-us incaſting out thoſe Publick || © 
Sins which threaten and endanger r 


us 


LS 
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usall; and in furthering a Publick 
and General Reformation of Manners, 
which 1s:here endeavoured, and 
is put into a judicious Method 
in order: to. ſucceſs. And let me 
entreat them, even by the Bowels 
of our common Lord and Saviour, 
that they ſtudiouſly endeavour to 
diſpoſe their Young Ones to fol- 
low after. things which make for 
Peace, Unity and Order, (the Deſire 
of which: ſeems deeply impreſt on 
the Spirits of our Soczetzes of '7oung- 


mer) thar the Church of God may 


enjoy more, peaceable and flouriſh- 
ing Days in the next Age, 'than 
it has in this. 

THE making of our Peace with. 
God by effeQtual Reformation, and 
of 7n:0» among, our ielves by mu- 
tual. Charity .and Condeſcention ; 


are the happieſt works that any 


Perſon. can apply himſelf to on 
Earth, 
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Earth. The fatisfaQtion and peace 
able Fruits of 1t here-would: be ex- 
ceeding great, and the Reward of 
it hereatter inexpreſflible. 

NOW theſe Soczeties afore-men: 
tioned, ſeem in a great meaſure fit- 
ted tocarry on both theſe great De- 
figns : Ifat leaſt there be any hope 
ot ſuch ineſtimable Bleſſings, left 
ro {pch a profligate People as we 
are: For they have been inſtru- 
mental, to bring ſeveral Quaters 
and Enthaſiaſtic People to Baptiſm, 
and to a ſober mind: And of the 
Converſion of many prophane 
Perſons, and: of bringing others 
to legal Puniſhment, who appeared 
otherwiſe incorrigible. 

AND many of our Minifers 
have found by Experience (as 
they have aſſured: me) that the 
planting of one of theſe Soczerzer 
in their Pariſh, has been a means 


of 


| 
j 
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of enlarging their Congregations 
and Commwtions to a very great 
Increaſe; and not only fo, but of- 
introducing a more devout De- 
portment in all Publick Ordinances. 
So thar it 18 greatly to be wiſh, 
that every parochial Miniſter 
would endeavour to erect a Socie- 
ty of this Nature in his Partſh, 
which he might do, if he could 
but find 2 or 3 Young-men or 
Houſe-keepers 1n it, of pious Incli- 
nations and a ſober Life, (and if 
ſuch a number as this cannot be 
found in any place, it is worſe than 
Sodom) and we may begin a So- 
ciety with theſe (as many of thoſe 
which are now numerous, began 
at firſt) till more be added to 
them by the Grace of God. A thing 
of this. Nature heartily undertaken 
for the Glory of God, and atten- 
ded with Prayer, Diligence and 
Patt- 
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Patience, . could hardly miſcarry. 
And.a- good Miniſter would find 
his work happily furthered by 
fuch a Poxs Nurſery of Youth; 
and the poor Neighbour-hood not 
a little comforted by ; their Chart 
ty: Yea, the very money - which} ti 
is by the Law forfeited to 'thefſſ r© 
poor, by Swearing, Drunkeanefs, I tl 
and prophaning the Lerd's day, ©: 
would be a ſzafonable Relief to ®! 
the poor in.theſe hard times; for} 5 
by theſePenalties, 55 Pound was 21 
raifed in-one Pariſh of this City & 
lately in the ſpace of one Year. al 

BEFORE I conclude, it may be W 
expeQed that I give ſome Deſcrip-Þ| B 
tion of the weekly. Conferences, and. v 
joynt Devotions. of; our Religious || 4 
Societies : But I ſhall not need to? 
10{iſt on this, ſince the Method off £ 
both 1s hereunto annexed, partly || 2 
tor thelr Uſe, and partly to pre-J © 

vent. 
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vent Miſrepreſentation by falſe Re- 
ports: So that, 1 ſhall only add, 
That as they ule very affefting 
Prefaces before they-pray to God, 
or praiſe his great and holy Name; 
to raiſe and fix their inward Devo- 
tion; {o they always ule a very 
reverend outward Deportment in 
the worſhip of God, that their Bo- 
dy may not ſ{cem to mock or dif: 
2pprove of that which their Soul 
is doing. Which is ſurely agree- 
able to all Sober Reaſon, and Sound 
Religion. Our Creator, Redeemer 
and Sandifer, ought to be owned, 
worſhiped and glorified with thoſe 
Bodies (as well as thoſe Souls,) 
which his Almighty Power, Wif- 
dom and Goodneſs, hath created, 
redeemed, doth lanCtifie, and wall 
glorifie. So that, in Prayer, they 
all kneel, according to the directi- 
on of the Spirit of God, Pa. 95-6: 

--.-:AN 
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And according to our Bleſſed Savi- 
ours Example: Luk. 22. 41: Fe 
kneeled down, and prayed. And in 
finging of Pſalms, or any other ſ6- 
lems Doxology, they ſtand up; 
which is ſurely the fitteſt Poſture! 
for this exalted part of God's Wor-® 
ſhip. Andifl may ſpeak my own 
Experiences, [ think, we ſhall find 
our Souls greatly raiſed by our bo: 
dily Reverence. Tho' it be {ll 
allowed, That. the ſpiritual Reve- 
rence of the Soul is vaſtly rhe 
chiefe!t, and that in all bodily 
Weakne(5, an4other neceſlary lasF 
pediments, God' will have Mercy 
and not Sacrifice. | 

MAN Y of them meet toge: 
ther at each others Houſes, alſo-inFÞ 
the Evening of many Peaſts.of thef® 

Church and Holy - Days ; where? 
they diſcourſe ſeriouſly on theſ® 

SubjeQ-Matter of the Day. Yu "4 
whicl 
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which they find themſelves much 
Winformed in many eflential parts 
Wof the Chriſtian Religion. 
THESE their holy Purpoſes, 
have for a confiderable time been 
. cheriſhed & improved by ſome of 
. four pious Biſhops, who have ofien 
nſſpreacht to them on theſe Occaſi- 
dens: And in particular, one of 
hem has for many years allowed 
1/hem the uſe of his Church, and 
e.ſÞcen preſent at the Sermons which 
efbcy procured, and has alſo writ- 
ly? 2 moſt excellent Yindication 
m1.Þt theſe beginnings of Reformation, 
rot d- another of them who, gives a 
noſt 11luftrious Inſtance of his Care 
o000 cultivating Youth, by training 
> 1nP 7owng Scbollars for the Miniſtry, 
+heÞot only at his own Expence, but 
\ereÞy lus perſonal Inſtruction of them, 
theÞÞath publiſhed ro the World the 
Byſ<at Delight with which our late | 
biel _ Prous 
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 Pious QueenTeceived the Account 
of this hopeful Method of refor- 
ming of Youth by theſe Societies, 
and with what Concern ſhe often 
inquired after it. His Words are 
theſe, She did hearken carefully after 
every thing that ſeemed to give 
fome Hope, that the next Generation 
ſhould be better than the preſent, 
with a particular Attention: She 
heard of a Spirit of Devotion and 
Piety that was ſpreading it ſelf a- 
mong the Touth of this great City,ſſw 
with a true ſatisfaition : She enqui- 
red often and much about it, and 
was glad to hear it went on and pre- 
vailed ; which was her hearty Wiſh 
and daily Prayers. Eſſay pag. 118. 
THERE are allo ſeveral wor-ſ(y 
thy Gentlemen, who encourage andſbe 
_ aſliſt rheſe Societies, (particularlyth 
in their Endeavour to ſuppreſs theſſbe 
publick Vices,) with their Coun-ſſth 
| ſels 
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fels and Examples ; and by their 
Purſes and Power: But alas! The 
number of theſe ſober and pious 
Gentlemen is confeſſedly ſmall, if 
compared with the vaſt numbers 
rMof others, to whom-the very Name . 
eMof Reformation is harſh and difa- 
agreeable. But ſince there is evi- 
; Mdently ſo much Goodnels in theſe 
1 Societies, as to give us Hope that 
dtbey are of God ; we have thence a 
a-Molid ground to hope, that they 
yp] not come to nought, | 

ii IN this Hope | have often been 
adlencouraged, when I have obſer- 
re-Mved with what Delight and Indu- 
i(Fftry they proſecute their holy Pur- 
\. poſes. I have known ſome of them 
or-I( who have: been at their own Li- 
zndIberty) come out of the midit of 
rlyIthe Cry (after their Shops. have 
theſpbecn ſhut) three or four miles' to 
un-Fthe outmoſt parts of tlie Subarbr, 
ſels 10 


| 
| 
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© Returning again a conſiderable 


 imployed. 


of ſecuring Peace with God and 
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to give InſtruQion and Encourage- 


ment to a New-planted Society: 


time after night in all the Incon- | 
veniencies of the darkneſs and un- 
certain weather, with the chear- 
ing Thought of having been well 


'T muſt alſo further note, to the |! 
Praiſe and Glory-of Almighty God, * 
by what remarkable Providences $ 
it .hath pleaſed him to further this Þ , 
divine Work. For, the Converſi- W** 
ons of ſome of thoſe Young-men 
who have been very. inſtrumental 
in-this Afﬀair, have been very won- 
derful. K 

ONE of them had ſuch an af- 
feting Dream of the Day of Fudy- 
ment, that he forthwith becam' 7 
very zealous Servant of God ; : ad 
was ſo ſenſible of the importance 
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E redeeming time ; that for feveral 
& years together, he ſpent the great- 
cft part of the night in Prayer and 
pious Exerciſes; as his Chamber- 
tellow informs me. He alſo beg- 

Ml ged leave of his Maſter to retire 
M2 little while to his Devotions at 
| Noon, and to have Liberty to par- 
. | rake 0i the benefit of ſome publick 
; 3 Sermons and Prayers, promiſing to 
3gvehim tatisfation for it, when 
he came out of his Time: Which 
gaccordingly he did, tho' it docs 
not ſpeak the Picty or Charity of 
Fhis Maſter, who requircd it of him. 
A Nother of them (tho 1n per- 
e&t healch) could not reſt in his 
Bed for ſeveral nights together, 
which at laſt hrought him upon 
Wis knees to ask it of God, with 
16 {ome Sor:ow for his Sins, (for he 
a8ad lived a very ill Life) and he 
ound ſuch Eaie to his mind there. 
y, that it pretently conduced to 
Io lis 
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redeeming time ; that for ſeveral 
years together, he ſpent the great- 
cft part of the night in Prayer and 
pious Exerciſes; as his Chamber- 
fellow informs me. He alſo beg- 
ged leave of his Maſter to retire 
2 little while to his Devotions at 
Noon, and to have Liberty to par- 
rake of the benefit of ſome publick 
Sermons and Prayers, promiſing to 
give him tatisfation for it, when 
he came our of his Time: Which 
accordingly he did, tho' it does 
Woot ſpeak the Picty or Charity of 
EW bis Maſter, who requircd it of him. 
-M ANother of them (tho in per- 
Mic health) could not reſt in his 
> WBcd for ſeveral nights together, 
which at laſt hrought him upon 
> 11s knees to ask it of God, with 
Wome Sorrow for his Sins, (for he 
Jad lived a very ill Liſe) and he 


4 Found ſuch Eaſe to his mind there- 


2), That it pretently conduced to 
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his bodily Reſt; which led him 
to the further exerciſe of | ir, eſpe- 
cially befere he went to bed. And 
then taking ſome Delight in the 
Daty, he trequented the Evening 
Prayers {et up at eight of the clock 
by theſe Societies ; where he qb- 
ſerved the affeQtionate Devotions 
ot theſe aſſociated Toung-men ; and | 
after Prayers, made his Condition | 
known to ſome of them, who 
mightily affiſted him in the Ways | 
of God, and he is ever fince redu- 
*-ced (thro divine Grace) toa ve- | 
ry good Lite. 
AN other of them was told by 
an idle prating Woman, that ſhe 
was periwaded, he wouid not live 
long ; which ſhe grounded upon | 
_ a moſt impertinent Obſervation, 
not worthy to be mentfoned. But 
this jefting Talk awakened him in 
good earneſt to prepare to die: S0 
powerful is a trivial means in the 


bands 


bi 
15 
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hands of the All Mighty God. Where- 
upon, he fpent the greateſt part of 
J the following night in Prayer, with 
J earneſt Vows and Tears: And he 
C has lived a very devout and cx- 
emplary Life ever {ince, which is a- 
bout nine Years. 
* MANY others, have in my 
Elicaring, praiſed God that ever they 
were acquainted with theſe chriſt 
an Aſſociates: And have owned, 
'S Wthat their knowledge of God, and 
1- Fconverlion to him were occaftioned 
© thereby ; yea, I never yet met with 
one member of any ot theſe Soci- 
Y ties, who did not greatly praiſe 
ne FGod for the benefit they reap 
Ve From him. 


on} AND flince the time, that the 
" lefulneſs of theſe Socteties has 
1 


been viſible to the world ; Their 
Zeal hath provoked ſome of their 
diſſenting Bretheren to joyn with 
hem occaſionally, and to ſet up 

K 2 the 


the 
ds 
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the like among themſelves. And(i | 
who knows, bur that this Eſfential|/ 
Union of rheirs in the Love of God 
- and goodneſs, mayat laſt draw them} 
to center 1n the ſame Communion ; Þ 
and fo bring a moſt ineſtimable | 
Bletling to this bleeding Church aud)! 
Szate: Than which no Bleſſing | 
upon Earth can be imagined} 
greater. For, it would mightily 
ſtrengthen the languiſhing intereſt | 
ot Preteſtancy; and envigorate the|| 
the Power of our Zoly Relig ton : 


and be the beſt and ſureſt founda-| | 
rion Of a vigorous and general Re-l 


formation. And this, in a time} 
when both Union and Reformation : 
are almoſt deſpair'd of, And if} 
once the Holy Spirit of God vouch-} 
ſ>fes us thele his heavenly Fruits} 
of Vnity and Purity, England will} 
indeed be the Glory of all Nations. 

IN fine, we have here many| 
Hundreds of young, ſober, and} 
| active} 
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active men, freely and folemnly 
eng2ging themſelves to live ſtrictly 
as it becometh our Holy Religion 
(the Honour of which 1s at this 
day depiorably ſunk) and humbly 


ie F offering their urmoſt ſervice to 
;d q our Magiſtrates and Miniſters, in 
giz order to {ſuppreſs the publick 


Practice of thoſe {candalous and in 

y folent Sins Which. endanger both 
Y our Church and State. And rhere 
els ſeems to: be a zealousand generous 
* ; Spirit in them animating them to 
a- i this noble Enterprize : Ana they 

ij are put into an excellent method to 
ne carry it on in all the parts of the 
NF City, of which they have already 
fF given ſufficient proof. And truly, 
h-'7 if theſe meanes of Refermatien be not 
ts] accepted, it will be difficu't ro 
ul} find out any other that is fo like to 
5.1 effeQ 1 it, or to better the nextGenera- 
NY ton, in which all our Hope of Pro- 


K 3 jpe- 


198 The Fife and Progreſs of 
ſeerity on Earth ſeems to lie, Sothen, 
If it ſhall pleaſe Perſons im Place and 
Power to improve this Talent layd | 
before them, by ſirengrhening Þ 
thoſe Hands which are heartily | 
Kretcht forth againſt Prophanets, | 
but need their afliſtance to effect it 


What eminent ſervice may be done 
for God and theſe Kingdoms in this 
Seaſon 2 But if this 3eban be mockt 5 
and brow-beaten (as many things 
propoſed for the publick Goody and 
this in particular hath been ) and 


if ſome vain people give it a Nzck- 


Name, and term it an imprudent or | 
unſeaſonable zeal, or the like, and 
then the reſt decry and diſconrage i 
it, or at leaſt are aſhamed to own it, | 


or appear for it. I am perſwaded, 
That notwithſtanding the common 


Cry of Peaee, Peace; It will be hard : 
ro aſſign o00d Proof, that we are % 
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3 


; ? 
: : 


oo 


a 


—< Ju 


bod 
= 


Dd «© 


thoſe Religions Societies, 


199 


RARE 


. CD "OI 


—_—_—— 


: F; fe + it, 15 ts abſolntciy r.eceil: wy 


A Specimen of the Orders of 


the Societies þ*fore men- 
tioned ; with the Reaſen of 
_ being here made Pub- 
ick: Anda brief Vindica- 
_— of their Dej1gn drawn 
by fome of the Members of 
thoje Societies; 


> 
T\AAT the fole Deſign of 3 Fe. 1. 
1 this $9570ty bein "3 to pro- 
moe real Holinets o5 | teart. a:d 
FI 
that the Perions who enter in. 5b 24» 
toir, Go ſetloully refolve to an- 
ply themſelves 11 gocd eargett 
co all means. Proper to make 2 rim 3, 
tem Wi; Ce nmno Solvation, | 15. 
| It. 
THAT in © rder to their 
being of ons Heart and 07:6 34199 Ro 


m.* 
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in this Deſign, every Member 
P55.2.2 of this $'cicty ſhall own and mas: 
nifeſt himſelf to be of the 
1 Pet. » Church of England, and frequent 
X 3s the Litargy, and other publick 
Holy-exerciſes of the ſame. And 
#pb. 4+ that they be care] withal to 


7m, 12, Expreſs doe Chriſtian Charity, 
18. Candor and Ideration, towards 
al] ſuch Diffenters as are of good 
Converſation. 
II. 


THAT the Members of this 
Society ſhall meet together one 
Evening n the week at a conve- 
hy ” nient place, in nrder to en- 
Fam, 14, Courege each other in prattical 
| 39. Hoiwejs, 05 aiſcourſing on ſpi- 
ritual Subjects, & reading Gnd% 
Holy Word ; and to pray to Alt! 
| 7/22. 34- mighty God, and praiſe his Name 
bo togerher. 

AND to this Aſſembly any 
ſerious Perſon may be admitted, 
Spon Requeſt. 
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IV 
THAT at ſuch Meetings , 
there be no hot Diſputes about 
controverſial Points, State Af- 
fairs, or the Concerns of Trade , 
and worldly things. - But that 
the whole bent of the Diſcourſe 
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Fom' 15. 


be to glorific God, and edrfie one i 


an otier in Love.. 
V, | 
"THAT ir be left to every: 
Perions Diſcretion to contribute: 
at every weekly Meeting, wiat 


he thipks fit towards a Pablick: x Cor 16 


Stock for pious and charitable:2- 
Uſes: And thermoney thus co]- 
l;Cted ſhall be kept by the two 
Stewaras of the Society (who 
ſhall be choſen by Majority of 
voices once a year or oftener ) 
to. he diſpoſed of, by the con-- 
ſent of the Major: part of the. 
Society, for. the uſes above- 
nentiored. And the ſaid Stews 
ards ſhall keep a faitliful Regr= 
ſter of what, is thus colleted and. 
K 5 diſs 


; 


a” 


20% 


.to the Society. 
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Giſtributed ; to be peruſed by 
any Member of the Society, at. 


bis Requeſt, 
VI. 


THAT any reſpective Mem- 


ber may recommend any Object 
of Charity to the Srewards, who 


ſhall (with the conſent of the- 
reſt) give out of the common 


S$?ock, according as the occaſion 
requires. And in a caſe of ex- 
traordinary neceſſity,cvery par- 
ticular Perſon ſhall be defired 
to contribute further, as they 
fhall think fit, 
VII. 
THAT every one that abs 


ſents himſelf four Meetings to- - 


gether (without giving a ſatiſ- 


faftory account to the Seewards). 


ſhall be lookt upon as diſaffeted 


VIIT. 

THAT none ſhall be ad- 
mitted into this Society, with- 
£ut giving due notice thereof 


to: 
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| to the Stewards, who ſuall ac- 

 quaiat the whole Society therc- 

wich. And after Cue Enquiry 

7 into their Religious Purpoſcs » 

| and Mamer of Lite: The Crews 

ards may admit them to {ud- 

7 fcribe their Names, if the Ma- 

! jor-part of.the Society atiows 

7 of it; and not otherwiſe. And 

with the hke Joynt- Conſeat,.- 

| they may exciaar any Member: 

; proved guilty. of any Misbeha- 

viour after due Admonicion, 

unleſs he gives ſuſhcient Teſti- 

mony. of his Repentance 2nd 

Amendment, before the whole 

* Sycictty D 

; I%. 

4 IT is hereby recommended 

to every Perſon concerned in 

this Sactety, to confider the ma- 

ny inconventencies, (and many 

times fins) which attend Ale- Ga. 

Houſe-Games, and wholly de 15. 

cine them. And to ſhas all 

unneceſſary Reſort.to ſuch Hou- 
ſes, 


WS Fc. 
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i The. 5+ſes, and Taverns; and wholly 
** toavoid lewd Play: Houſes. 

| A 


T HAT thereſpeftive Mem- 


bers of this Soczery, ſhall hearti- | 


Iy endeavour, thro? God's. 
. Grace 

_ 1Tbeſ4 1. TO be j#ſ# in all their 
jad Dealings, even to an exempla- 
ry Strictneſs. 

2. TO jray many times e- 
very day « Remembring our co- 
tinual dependence upon God 
both for ſpiritoal and temporal 
things. 

3- FO partake ofthe Zords 
1Cor Sypper at leaſt once a month, if 
al, IS not prevented. by a reaſonable 
rong 2* Impediment. 

4. TO praQtiſe the profound- 
MA T1: oft Meekneſs and Humility. 
oh 1.1,  5- TO watch againſt cenſ#. 

ring others. 
Pſa.139- 6 TO accuyſtom. themſelyes 
to Holy Thoughts in all places. 


3 Theſ 5, 


7. TO 


IF 
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7. TO be heipful one to an 2 © 
other. rk 
Ss IO exerciſe Tenderneſs Tir 3. 2 


; Patience, and Compaſſion £0- 
: ; 


wards all Men. 
9 TO make ſerious Refleti- 1 Cor. 


ons on themſelyes - when they 10: 17+ 
: read the Holy Bible, or other 
| good Books, and when they hear 


pany, known temptations, &c. 


| different Eſtates of the glorified - 
| and the Damned inthe unchange- 


{ able Eternity, to. which we are 
| haſtening. 


SermIny. 


10 TO ſhun all. fore-ſeen 1 The/. 5. 
Occaſtons of Evil.: As evil Com- * 


Lnke 16s. 


11. FO think often. on the g,, 


12, TO examine themſelves 


every night, what Good or Evil.*<" | 
| they have done in the day palt, 


L345. 
13, TO keepa private Faſt Mut 6. 


| once a month (eſpecially near 16- 
| their approach to the Lords Ta- 
ble) ifattheir own diſpoſal ;,or * 5: 


ta faſt from ſome Meals when ?” 
| they 


X 4, 
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they may convenient}y. = 
Gal.s. 14. TO mortifie the Fleſh Þ 


| 79: 24+ withits Aﬀections ahd Luſts. th 
por. , 15. T Oadvance in heaven- Mg 
2 3 Iy-mindedneſfs, and in all Grace. Þ.r 


16. T O ſhun ſpirityal Pride Þ oj 
and the Effects of it, as Railing, Þ f 
Anger, Peeviſhneſs and impa- | 
tience of ContradiCtion, and the Þ A! 
like. | be 
Fam. s, 17+ FO pray for. the whole, Þ v 
16, Society In their private Prayers. Þ 
7 18; TO read pious Books, 
Fo.5, often for their Edification, but Þ de 
39 eſpecially the Holy Bible: And FG 
| herein particularly, Wl 
Hat. 5, 6, 7. Chap. Like Þ| ad 
IF» 16, Chap. Rom, 12, 13, Wan 
Chap. Eph. 5,6, Chap, 11%he, th 
'F, Chap. Rev. 1,2, 3,21» 22, th 
_ Chapters. _ dc 
- Andinthe old Teſtament. ea 
Lev, 26, Chap. Dent 28;Cha. IWvi 
Ifa. x3, Chap, Extk, 26. Chap. Wm 
19, TO becontinually mind: Þco 
fal of the great OPUERNg of 01 
| £11iS 
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| this ſpecral Profeſſion of Religion; 

| and to walk ſo circumſpeCtly, 

| that none may be offended or 

| diſcouraged from: this by what 

| they ſee in them; nor occaſion 

| given to any to ſpeak reproach- 

, fully of it. 

| 20. TO ſhun all manner of 

| AﬀeCtation and' Moroſeneſs; and 

| be of a civil-and obliging De- 

| portment to all Men, | 

. WT 

' THAT they often conſi- 

| der, (with an awfull dread of a 3. 
| God's wrath) the ſad Height to 16. 

| which the Sins of Many are 

| advanced in this our Nation 

and the bleeding Diviſions 
thereof in Church and State. And gugg. 5. 
that every Member be ready to 15. 

do, what upon conſulting with 

(each other ſhall be thought ad- Dent. 13; 
viſeable,. towards the puniſh- 5 
ment of publick Prophaneneſs, ac; _ "go 
cording to the good Laws of *' 
our Land required to be 4 in 

'X» 
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Execution by the K:n2?s and the. 


late Qucer?s ſpecial order. 
X11. 
THAT each Member ſhall 


Dent, 6, encourage the. Carechizing of 


Fo 


Foſb. 24- their reſpefive Families, ac-- 


L5. 


young and ignorant People in 


cording - to their ſtations and 
Abilities:. And ſhall obſerve all: 


manner of Religions Famzly- 


Innes; 
| XIH. 
THAT the Major-Part of 


the Society ſhall have Power to- 


make a new. Order to bind the 


whole, when nced requires : Ii 


it be approved by a, ptous and. 
learned Minifter of the Church 
of England, nominated. by the 
whole Society. 

"5" AV s 


THAT theſe Orders ſhall. 
 beread over at leaſt four times. 


in the Year by one of the S:cw- 
ards; And: that with ſuch. de- 


liberation, thaz each Member Þ 
may Þ 


thoſe Religious Societies, 


Þ may have time to examine him- 


| ſelf by them) or to ſpeak his 


| ' mind 1 in any thing relating. to 


| them. 
XV. 


| LASTLY, That every 


! Member of this Soczety ſhall 
! (after mature deliberation and 
| due Trial ) ſubſcribe his Name 
! to theſe Orders : to expreſs his 
| Approbation of them, and his 
! Reſolution to endeavour to live 
þ to them. In order to which, 


be ſhall conſtantly keep a Copy 
? [of them by him, 


| The End of the Orders 
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The Reaſon of this Publication of 
the Orders and Defian oj theſe S0- 
cieties, 

AVING found by: dif 
courie with feveral Per- 

ſons (who have zreatly rejoyced 
to hear of any Publick Good let on 

Foot ) that they never before heard 

_ of theſe Svr7eres; Icould not but Þ 
wonder that a thing of this Nature Þ| 
could fo long remain fecrer. | 

THEY have bzen ereQed in 
our Capital City above Eigiteen 

Years: Toey procure Sermons bv 

way of preparation for the Lord's 

Sapper, or to engage a ſuitavir þ 

Holineſs of Life after it, every | 

Lord's Day about five. in the Eve- 

ning, in . many of the largeſt 

Churches inthe City, Their Charity 

1sextended to deſerving Objects in 

all the Parts of the City and Subarbs. 
And 
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And by their Procurement Publick 
Prayers are dayly. made in ſeveral 
Chuches at ſuch Hours as they can 
moſt conveniently be preſent at 


them. And by the means of their 
| great Zeal,& giving Informations,a 


Multitude of fuch as have no fear of 


| God before their Eys,have been pu- 
| niſh'd for their Prophaneneſs and 
| Debauchery. 


SO that, it 1s to be admired, that 


| their good Deeds and Deſigns could 
be fo long unknown to ſo many. 
| Burtruly, this does very much re- 

| commend their Chri&ian Modeſty. 
| Ir demonſtrates that they do not af. 
| tet to publiſh either their A/ms or 
| Devotion, after the vaunting man- 


ner of the Phariſees, with which our 


| Bleſſed Saviour was fo highly offen- 
ded ;but that rheydefire ro manage 


their holy Purpoſes in the moſt 
bumble Silence and contrived S$e- 


crecy. | | 
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1 :conceived therefore, ti:a* it 
might probably conduce to the en- | 
largement of theſe uſeful Socierzes, 
and to engage the Prayers of good 
People in their behalf, togive ſome 
Publick Account of their Conjtitutz: 
0, Defign, and Orders; all which 
have bcen approved by divers Emi- 
nent Divines; and among them, by 
our late excellent Primate Arch-Bi, 
Tillotfon, who after he had examin'd 
their Orders,and the trifling Objec- 
tions that were made againſt them; | 
by ſome Perſons, declared it as his þ 
Opinion publickly, and upon ſeve- | 
| ral occaſions, That theſe Socicties. Þ . 
>, werea Support to our Church : and. Þ 
| furely they will not be aſhamed to F 
appear in Publick, whereſoever the | 
Chriſtian Religion does. FF 
___ AND tho'there be ſome little 
variations in the Orders of ſome of | 
theſe Soczeties from others; Yet the Þ 
Yub- 


Subſtance of themisgenerally one 
and the fame. In which, 1 beſeech 


| the Holy Spirit to eſtabliſh every 


Soul engaged therein, and to incline 
others to be folowers of them in that 


which is Good. 


THAT we have abſolute need 
of Reformation from the Higheſt to 


| theLoweſt; and that it highly con- 
| cerns us.to ſet about it withſpeed ; 
| are Truths ſo manifeſt, that Ineed 

| not ſtand to prove them to any 
| Perſon of ſerious 8& ſober thought. 

| All ſuch muſt of neceſlity conclude 

| with me, That unleſs it be effefted 
| /peedily,we are undone. 


AND I think it will as little be 


| queſtior.ed by ſober Men, but that 
| theſe "Societies do very directly 


F tend towards that deſired EfleR. 


le 


he | 


However, ſince ſome Objections 
have been made againſt them, we 
will now take them into Conlſide- 


Þ ration, The 


| 
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The chief Objeftions which have | 


been made againſt theſe Societies, 
Conſidered and Anſwered by ſome of 


their Members. 


I WHEREAS it has been 
Objected, That there is danger of 
Schiſm and Diſſention by their week- 
ly meeting,and conferring together 
about Religious matters. 

THEY Anſwer. 1. That they 
cannot conceive Where this danger 
lies. Since no Perſons do more 
profeſſedly own the Woly Doctrine 


and Conſtitution of the Church of F 


England, than themſelves, deſiring 
always to be found in their Prac- 


tice agreeable thereunto : And 


that none do more ſincerely reve- 
rence and eſteem the Publick Mt- 
»iftry, nor more conſtantly and re- 
verently attend upon the Publick 

_ Ordi- 


| (after due leave obtained ; 
| have procured (thro' the Afiiſt- 
[ance of ſeveral pious Divines:) 
| the benefit of weekly Communi- 
ons 1N many Churches, which 
they frequenc in great numbers. 
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Ordinances : Tn the great Eſteem of 


which (in Subordinatſon to the 


| Glory of God, and their own and 
| others Salvation) they have at 


thctr own Expence fet up daily 
publick Prayers in many Churches, 


) and 


2. THAT ſomeof their Mem- 


bers had by their Examples influ- 
enced leveral Dzfſenters to come 
'to Church, and been a means of 


bringing ſeveral Anabaptiſts and 


9xuakers to Baptiſm. That they 


Phad alfo been inſtrumental of pre- 


(crving from Popery ſeveral un- 
ſteady and wavering People, in 
the late Rage of the Plague : and 
of reducing many licentious 6 

Ons 


216 The Riſe and Progreſsof 
ſons to Holineſs of Life. 
3. THAT as all controverſial 

Points are forbiden by their Orders 
to be medled with .in their Con- | 
ferences, ( becauſe they onely de- F | 
ſigned to promote practical holy. Þ | 
neſs by their aſſembling together ) |} { 
ſo in their reading of thoſe prac- |} « 
tical portions of Holy Scripture to | f 
which their Orders direkt them, ÞÞ & 
S 
tl 
m 


they_ have recourſe to Dr FHam- 
mond's Expoſition, or fome other Þþ t| 
Author recommended by their Mi- | 
niſters. Fi 
4. THAT ithad in Fa been ſer 
verifyed for theſe 20. Years paſt, Þ H, 
that but one Member of cheſe Socz- || 
eties had (to the beſt of their know- je6 
ledge) left the Communion of the ſm; 
Church of England for any other : ſp;/ 
Of which Singular defeion ſome anc 
ſpecial Reaſons may be given. (hi 


{ LASTLY. That leaving Mat-Ftut 
8 ers} 
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ters of Fat, they did Appeal to 


the Sentiments of all good People; 
whether their reading of the Word 


of God with the moſt orthodox Ex- 


poſitors ; their Praying and ſinging 
Plalms together ; with their Exhor- 
ting, Reproving, and encouraging 
one another in their Spiritual War 


tare, have any tendency in Reaſon 


& inthe Nature of things to make 


- © Schiſmaticks? Or rather, whe- 


| ther any Church of Chriſt will not 


moſt certainly be the more eſtabli- 
ſhed and adyanced by the conſci- 
entious and general Practice of fuch 
Holy Exerciſes? 

11. WHEREAS others have ob- 
jected, that ill and deſigning Men 
may get into theſe Societies ( as Po- 


:$pi/ſh Emiſſaries have into ſome others ) 


and quite pervert their Deſign, 
(how good ſoever in the firſt inſti- 
tution)to theprejudice of theChurch, 

| L "THEY 
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THEY Anſwer, 1. That their 
Orders forbid the admittance of 
any Perſon into their Societies (as 
Members ) who is not known to 
ſome of the Reſt, and who does not 
frequent the Publick Ordinances in NJ , 
that way of Miniſtration whichis J: 
by Law eſtabliſhed. Which is a 1 
caution they uſe to prevent diffe= Þ.: 
rences and diſorder, and effectually 
excludes ſuch as are mentioned by 
the Objector. 

2. THAT they are ſo mani-| 
feſtly ſtudious to comply with the 
Rules of the Church of England, & ks 
to yei:d aJuſt Obedience to thoſe that 
are ſet over them inthe Lord : That 4 
they have been many times cenſu- 
red a5guilty of rigid ſeverity, and 
uncharitableneſs towardsDiſſeuting 
Proteſtants : Which they muſt like-f"< 
wife account an injurious treat- 
ment : For as ryuch as they endea- 

| vour 
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your ro ſhun all extremes: Being 
deſirous to praCtiſe Chri/tzan Sub- 
jean without prejudice to Chri//- 
an Charity, = 

II; TO thoſe who Objet, that 
by their reproving and admoniſh- 
ing thoſe they converie with ; & 
by their viſiting theſick, and ſome- 
times praying with them ; they do 
invade and intrude upon the 247n3- 
er's Ofice. 

THEY Reply, 1. That ſince 
they are commanded of God, in 
any wiſe to reprove their Brother, 
md not to ſuffer Sin upon him: And 
0exhort one another daylp,left any be 
ardened by the deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
4 fey humbly conceive, that their 
- [Chriſtian Admonitions and Re- 
_ ®Þproofs can by no good Perſon be 

Fenfured as an intrufton upon the 
_ liniſterial FunTion. 
[ll 2 THAT fince the Duty of 
| L'2 | Viſits 


at 


> 
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viſiting the Sick, and adminiſtring 
to them, 1s one of the great things 
which will be enquired into by 
their Lord and Savzoar at the laſt 
Judgment : And ſince all People are 

' commanded to Pray one for another : 
They cannot account it an invaſion 
upon the Miniſter's Office; if at 
{ſuch time as the Miniſter cannot be 
preſent, they ufe an approved Form 
of Prayer ſuitable to the condition 
of the Sick-Perſon ( which they 
humbly conceive any Chriſtian 
Friend may and ought upon Re- 
queſt, to do for an other, who by 

ſickneſs 1s diſabled from doing i 

l himſelf JAnd in anysaſe or manne 

” but this, they do not pradtif 


It, ; 

IV. TO ſuch as ſuggeſt, thalff 
there is Danger of Spiritzal Prid 
in thele Societies, Ly their makin! 

' a particular and ſpecial Profeſſio 


t 
e 
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of Religion, and being thought 
more holy than others. 

2. THAT they cannot think it 
warrantable to omit any part of 
Chriftian Duty for fear of Spiritual 
Pride, or ſeeming holyer then others : 
Sincethen, for the ſame reaſon they 
might omit. the whole, 

3- THAT it 1s indeed a due 
Sence of rheir own and others [z- 
firmities Which induces thera to 
unite into Soczerzes ( ſince two are 
ſtronger thay one, many than few,) 
knowing that the difficultics are ve» 
ry many and very great which they 
muſt encounter in their Paſſage 
towards Eternal Life: And that 
ſuch is the Degeneracy even of 
Chriſtzans in theſe later days, 


$ That thro theProphaneneſs of ſome, 


and the Late-warmneſs and Coward- 
diſe of others; they ſhould bur 
ſeldom meet with ſuch Converfa- 

L 3 tion 
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_ tfonas is highly expedient for the 
keeping up a due Warmth and Life 
in Spiritual things: Were it not for 
thoſe frequent Conferences and 
pious Exerciſes which are (with 
_ £004 effec)ſet up by theſe Svcretzes. 
V. Whereas it is ObjeAed; That 


ſince a Church of CÞrii# is a Society 


ef ChriſtianPeople ; and that theſe 
Societies are erefted in a reformed 
Church : That this is a Society with» 
11 a Society, and a refining upon 
a reformed Church. 
T O this they humbly Reply : 
7. That they have not yet learnt, 
that” the reading of God's Word 
and conferring on the praCtical 
Points of Religion, 1n order to a 
more holy Converſation ; hath at 
any time by good men been 
thought prejudicial ro the Church 
cf Chriſt, Oa the contrary, Our 
beſt Divines recommend theſe 
_ things 


any Os, RR... OE 


thoſe Religious Societies. 223 
things both from the Pulpit and 


the Preſs, as the beſt expedients 
to ſupport and adorn our Reformed 


Church, and render it worthy of 


that venerable Name. 

2. THAT they do not well nn- 
derſtand what the Objetor means 
by refining upon our reformed Church. 
If it be meant; that they pretend 
to reform: her. Derive or quarrel 
with her Government : They ut- 
terly diſclaim any ſuch Practice. 
But if it be meant, that they de- 
fire to refine and reform themielves 
and others, ſo as to come nearer 
to her P#rity of Doftrine in their 
Practice, than ſome others do, who 
ſhelter their prophane Lives uhder 
the pretence of her Zoly Commu» 
ion; They own this, and muſt ad- 
here to it; not doubting but they 
ſhall have the Prayers of all good: 
People, that they may ſo do. 
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UPON the whole matter there” 
fore, they conclude: That ſince 


Teir Soczetzes are neither againſt 
.neWord of God, nor the Laws of 


Man ; bur manifeſtly conducive | 


to Gods Glory, the Salvation of 
Men, and the publick Intereſt of 
our Church and Nation : And ſince 
they have proved very beneficial 
to the Souls of the Members, and 
are agreeable to the primitive 
Practice of the beſt Chriſtians, 
and tend ſo direQly to revive ſome- 
thing of their primitive Purity, 
and Zeal for Religion; together 
with their Charity, and good 
works: They humbly crave, That 
theſe Soczeties may be encouraged 
by their Governours in Church and 
State, ſuitably to the Spzritual 
and National Benefits which may 
be reapt from them. 


Direfions 


(A) 


22.5 


— 
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Direttions for Religuns 
Conference, with PRAY ERS 
for the uſe of Religious So- 
Cieties, and npon other Occas 
ſtons, 


” Premiſe, that it may be very ex- 
. pedient, . and what wonld much 
promote the p:qus Deſign of theſe 
Secieties : That an Ortnodox and 
pions Adirafter ſhould be choſen by each 
SocizLy, as the Diretior and Yufirer of 
it. Who may frequently be preſent at 
their Aſſemblies, to preſerve Order, 
excite Zeal, and. reſolve Doub:s. 
THIS would. obviate many ob- 
eons Concerning thems and would. 
greatly benefit, countenance, and -re- 
commend ſuch Aſitemblies' 
THIS Drrettor may be choſen 


- every year (when the Stewaras arg) 


by Majority .of Votes (Go m2zner of 
Ls Sti- 
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Sallary or Reward being to be allowed 
on this account) and when he is pre- 
ſent, it will be his proper place to pray 
with the Society. 

T HE Members of the Soczety are 
often to mind one another, to be very 
punctual to their Hour of Meeting : 
And to wave leſfer Occaſions that tend 
to divert them from coming to it. 
And when a competentNumber of them 
are met; One of the Stewards, (if the 
Direttor be abſent) or any other Per- 
ſon deſired, may begin the Conference 
Thus: All ſtanding vp. 


M Y Bretheren, we are commanded 
of God, that owr Communica- 


Eph. 4. 29 tion be ſuch as tends to the 


edifying of one another ; and 
ſuch as minifters Grace to the Hearers. þ 
And we find the Spirit of God commen- 
ding the Education of Timothy, ſÞ * 
2 Tim. That from a Child be had known © 
3-15* the Holy Scriptures, which were  * 
able to make him wiſe unto ſalvation, 
thro Fai b, which 55 in Feſns Chriſt, IR 
us therefore endeayour at this tie by 
| ed! 
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edific one anotier in the things of God?» 
with the greateſt Humility of Mind, 
and the tendereſt bowels, of Chriſtian 
Charity. For indeed, Where. 
withal can a Youngman cleanſe 19, 5 
his way, but by takir. g heed there. | 
fo accor ding to the Word of God * And. 
that-it may pleaſe. God to inſtru our 
minds therein at this time, and to di- 
rect our Hearts and Lives thereby : Le 
us now Put up our Prayers to God, 
( who is the G:ver of alt Grace, and the. 
Author of all Good) to accompliſh this 
holy work in every one of us, by his 
( Holy Spirit, for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt 
4 bis Sen, Onr Saviour, 


| Then the Steward may dewvontly repeat. 
I -- theſe-three Collets : All kneeling, 


Preventus,O Lord,.in all our Doings 
with thy moſt gracious Favour,and fur- 
ther us with thy continual: Help; thag 
in all our- Works begun, continued, and 
' ended in theez we may Glorify thine 

> Aoly Name, and finally by thy _y 


Ss 
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Chriſt Our Lord. - 


Obtain everlaſting Life, thro' Jeſus 


[41. Amen, } 


O Moſt -Bleſſed Lord! who haſt 


cauſed all Holy Scriptures to be written 
for our Learning : Grant, that we may 
in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digeſt them ; that 
by Patience and Comfort of thy Holy 


Word we may embrace and ever hold 
| © Faſttheblefſed Hope of everlaſting Life, 
' which thou haſt given us in_thy Son, 


our Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, 


O God! for as much as withont | 


Thee, we are not able to pleaſe thee 


Mercifully grant, that thy Holy Spirit | 


may in all things direct and role our 
Hearts, ghro* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


Amen, 


Then all riſing, and ſeating themſelves 


83 their Places, the Steward may\| 


read 0:6 of the Chapters ſet down in 


the tenth Order ; reſting fo long #Þj - 


tee er: of every Verſe, that any 


0728 


may 


{ 


{ 
{ 
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may have an Opportunity to make any 
© ſertous Remark upon it. Or ſome part 
of an approved Expoſition 0n the Ho- 
ly. Scripture, or on the Catechiſm, 
may be read. Andin order toa more - 
adviſed Conference upon the moſt im: 
portant Duties of our holy Reltgion 1, 
the Steward (7#n the abſence of the 
DireCor) may, at: the cloſe of every 
Weekly Afſembly, propoſe one of the 
following Subjects, to be aiſconrſed 
upon. at their next Conference, viz. 


TI. The Duty of Self-examination 
required, 2 Cor. 13. 5. 
2. THE Duty of Self-abaſement, 
_ Self-renouncing required, Mark 
« 34+ | 


3. Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Mark 16. 16. 


4+ Evangelical Repentance, 2 Cor, 
7. 10, 


F- Effectual Converſion to. God, 
Act, 26, 18. 


6, Truſt in God, x Tim, 6. 17. 
7. Mortification, Kow 8, 13. Gal. 
$+ 24» 
| 8. Hu- 
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_ 8. Humility Eph. 3, % | 
9. Chriſtian Hope, 1 Pet. 1. 3, 
1o. Chriſtian Charity, 1Cor. 13. t, ec. 
' Including the Loye of God, Mark 
I 2; 30. 
? And the Love of Men,. Verſe 31. 
I-I, Alm-deeds Matt. 6. Is 25 3y 4. 
T2, Contentment, Phil.. 4. 11. 
13. Juſt-dealing, 1 Thef, 4.6. 
4. Government of the tongue, Mat; 
12. 36> 37. | 
15, Prayer & Praiſe, 1 75m. 2, 1, 
16, Chaſtity, Har, 5. 27, 28. 
i7, Temperance, 1-Cor. 9. 28, 
18. Patience) 1 Pez. 2; 20. 21, &c, 
_ 2 Meekneſs, 7it, 3. 2. | 
Ig. The publick Worſhip of God, 
Pſalm 42. 2, 4- | 
| 20. Heavenly-mindedneſs, Col. 3, | 
A | | 
And Contempt of the World, 
Gal. 6. 14 | 
21. Of Chriſtian Prudence, art; 
IO, 16. 
22, Family-Duties, Joſh. 24. 15, 
, Or, Religions Houſe-hold Go- 
- & vernment} Att; 10, 2. - 
23, Sub 


; 


ſence, P/alm 139. 
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23- Subjection to Magiſtrates, 7irus 
3- 1. 
24. Peace-Making, Matt. 5. 9g. 
25. Of Reproof, Lev. 19, 17. 
26, Santtifying the Lords Day,N\am. 
15.32. Oc. | 
27. Growing in Grace, 2 Pet, 3, 18, 
28. Improvement of Opportunities 
of DES and Receiying Good, AtFs 
10. 309. bs 
29. Duty of Parents, and Children, 


towards each other, Eph. 6. 1,2, 3,4. 


© 30. Of the Husband and Wife, Eph. 
5, 22, to theend. 
31, Of Maſters and Seryants, Eph, 
6.5, 6» 75 $9. \ 
32- Of People to their Paſtors, Heb. 


| 13.17, 


33. Of preparing for, and watch- 


| ing in the Performance of all Religious 


Exerciſes, Heb. 12. 28, 29. 
' 34. The Duty of Chiſtians to-Ene- 


mies, Rom. 12.17, 8, 19, 20, 21. 


35- Of endeavouring the Converſion 


| and Salration of others, 2 Tim. 2. 3 4. 


36. The Senſe of Gods Omnipre- |} 
37. Of |} 
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37. Of reading the Holy Scriptures, 
Dent, 6. 6, 7, 8, 9g. 2 1im. 3.16, 

38: Of Medication, r Tim. 4.15- 

39. Of Circumſpetion, ys Wah 
fulneſs, ALatt, 24; 42, 43- 

40. Of Perſeverance, hy 2, IO; 
Tude, Fore th 


THESE are Duties of the great- 
eſt Importance, and are all ſuited to 


the Rules of thefe Societies, And 1 
have kept to the-number 40, that I 
might aſſign one diſtin&t Snbject. of 
diſcourſe for every weekly Conference 
in the year, reſerving the Diſcourſe of 
12 of them to be ſpent upon the Sub+ 
jet of the Lords Supper, which every 
Member is obliged by the Orders of 
the Society to receive (where he may 
with conyeniency ) twelve times in 
thevear. 

THUS every perſon knowing for 
a whole week before, what will be the 
Subject of the Difcourſe at the: next 
Conference ; may the better prepare 
for it by ſuicable RenGing , Medirattion 
and Prayer. 4% 
AND 
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_ AND thus. the cneifeſt parts of 
Chriſtian Duty will be conſidered and 
gone thorow every year, to the great 
Increaſe of Knowledge and Practice. 

Note, THAT every Perſon is cheif- . 
ly to bend: his difcourſe to further the 
Prafice of every Duty, and to pro- 
mote Holineſs of Life. 

AND it will be expedient, That 
no Perſon ſpeak above 3 or 4 Senten- 
ces, Without a convenient Pauſe, to 
give room to others. to ſpeak their 
Mind.. And in caſe of Silence, he may 
proceed, but with the ſame Cantion. 

AND at the time of Conference, 
One of the Stewards (in the abſence of 
the DzreGor) may propoſe the following 
Queſtions, for the ſake of Method, and 
that every ones diſcourſe may be the 
more direQtly praftical, viz. When 
the Duty to be ſpoken to, is named : 
The Steward may ſay, ; | 

[. Qu, Wherein conſiſts the Na- 
tare of this Duty. 

Il. Queft, What Direfdions do you 
propoſe in order to make the Practice 
ef itmore ſure and more eaſy ? 

| It. What 
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IT. What D:/couragement do any of 
you find in the PraQtice of it ? 

IV. What Actives may enconrage 
our Prattice of this Duty,. and our 
Perſeverance in it ? 

IF the time permits, ſuch Motives 
as theſe may be toucht upon, viz. 

1. The Azthority of God command». 


i0g. 
2. The Goodneſs of God; promiſing. 
both to affiſt and reward the Diligeant, 
3. The Terriblexeſs of Gods Threat* 
| - Rings and the Examples of his Wrath 
#: 2@metimes ſeen upon Earth ; and tie 


Broinets of the everlaſting Venge: 


_ "ance of an Allmighty God in the fierceneſs 


of his Wrath in theother world. | 
: + The Excellency of the Duty. it 
elf. 

5. The Examples of Good' Men, who 
have gone before us in the Ways of 
God. | 

6. The Bleſſed Ref# and Peace of 4 
good Conſcience ; and the previous 
Hell of a bad: one. | 

Theſe general Heads: may be thi 
Method of diſcourſe upon'any Duty 2! 
the weekly Conference. Thi 


y 3 
Thi 
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The Conference being ended : One 
of the Stewards may read ſome of the 
following Sentences and the Admoniti- 


on; to raiſe up and engage every Soul 
to Faith and Fervency in Prayer. 


Sentences, 


GOD is greatly to be fear- 2/a!. 89- 
edin theAſſemblies of his Saints, 7* 
and to be had in Reverence by 
all that are about hun. 


GOD«xil beg every pos 5p 


HE that hideth his Sins ſhall Pro. 28. 


{not proſper : But he that confeſ- 13: 
ſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall 
have mercy. 


I F any man finneth, we have 1 Fo..2. 


an Advocate with the Father, 1 2+ 


ejus Chriſt the righteous, and 
he 


Feel. 12 = 
into Judgement ; "with every 14. 
ſecret thing,whether it be good, 

or whether it be evil. 


Direftions for 
he is the propitiation for our 
SINs.--.- * Fe 
Pſalm O Come, let us worſhip, and 

35. 6, fall down, and kneel before the 

Lord our Maker. 


aq 


[  S. DE. 


Y. ed fn. ' HG ee. 


The :Admonition before Prayer, 
to be read by the Steward (in 


the Direftors Abſence) if the 
time will permit. 


MY Brethren, ſince our gract 

ous God has promiſed to be 

2748, 18. preſent where two or three are ga- 

20, thered together in his Name © Let 

- *-... us dvely conſider what an aw- 

ful thing it is-to draw nigh un- 

Luke 12. God ; even to him, who is az le 

5* to ſave or diftroy us for ever ©: To 

_ him, who ſees our very Hearts 

4 and ſecret Thoughts, and who 

hath ſtruck ſome Perſons dead 

£10 in the place, when they ſought 
25h. 647+ 7: O23 ECS? ada of tar 

A Nu. 16, Þim 0t in the due order, Ag Na 

b, 35- dab and Avihu, Vzzan, Corath 

x. 1 Sam.6. and many others. 
#9 BUT we have aperfect and 
| Ac- 
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and preſent our Petitions to his 


youtly and fincerely ſerve him. 


| 237 
acceptableBigh- Prieſt, the Lord Heb. 7. 
Jeſus Chriſt, who will perfect 26+ 


| Fathcr, and our Father, if we de- Jo, 20» 
I 7e 


And thro' this mew and living prob, ro, 


1Þ Way we may approach to the 
Throne of Grace with an hum- 
CB ble Boldneſs, Wherefore let 

us gird up the Loins of our 
_ Þ Mind: and rouze up our drow - 


XB our deceitful Hearts. Let us 
pray in Faith, and in Charity ; 


WE conſidering that our preſent and 


i, future Happineſs depends vppn 
-*K our prevailing in Prayer. Let 
10Þ us therefore beſcech God to af 
Il fiſt us in this great Duty with p,,. 8. 
a0 his Holy Spirit, and thereby to 
ad belp our Infirmities; and that 
ZN he would graciouſly accept our 


unwor:;hy Perſons and Perfor- 
mances throuph his Son F E- 
SUS CHRIST, whow he 


I 9+ 


ſy Aﬀections, and watch over F& 1. 6. 


with Fervency and Humility ; 1 74.2.3» 


26. 


hath ordained to be an iz xe, 7. 


Prieſt 25e 
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Amen. | 


Let us pray. 


Then all devontly kneeling, they may 
Joyn in this Confeſſion of Sin, 


LLMIGHTY God! Father 

of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; Maker 

of all things; Jadge of all Men : We 
acknowledge and bewail Our manifold 
Sins and Wickedneſs; which we from 
time to time, Moſt Greivouſly have 
commited, inThought, Word & Deed: 
Againſt thy Divine Majeſty : Provoking 
moſt juſtly thy Wrath and Indignation 
againſt us. We do earneſtly deſire to 
Repent ; and to be heartily Sorry for 
theſe Our Miſdoings. The Remem- 
brance of them is Greivous to us, the 
Burden of them is intolerable. Have 
Mercy vpon us, Have Mercy 'upon us, 
Moſt Merciful! Father ? For thy Son 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, forgive 
us all that is paſt. And grant that we 
may ever hereafter, ſerve and pleaſe 
thee in newneſ3 of Life: To the 


Prieſt for ever, to make Interceſſion for us, 


Hos. 
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Honor and Glory of thy Name, thre* 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


UR Father which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name © Thy King- 
dom come © Thy Will be done on Earti 
as it is in Heaven : Give us this day 
our dayly Bread: And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes as we forgive them that trepaſs 
againſt us : And lezd us not into Tempta- 
tion Bat deliver us from Evil: For, 
thine is the Kingdom, The Power, and 
the Glory, for Ever & Ever. Amen. 


Thea the Steward alone may ſay, 


ALLMIGHTY & everlaſting God, 
who hateſt nothing that thou haſt 
made 3 and doth forgive the Sins of all 
them that are penirent : Vouchſafe to 
reate.& make in us new and contrite 
Hearts, that we duely lamenting our 
vins,and acknowledging our Wretched- 
eſs, may obtain of thee, the God of 
ll Mercy, perfeCt remiſſon and forgive- 
eſs, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


el, 


Here 


nt app OE 
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Here may foliow, the Collelt for the day 
And ſuch other Colle&s in the Com 
mon Prayer as may be ſuitable, 


Then all riſing. , 


Stew, Glory be to the Father, &c. 
All. As it was in the, &&c, - 

Stew, Praiſe ye the Lord. 

All, The Lord's Name be praiſed. 


Then the Steward may read the Follow: 
ing Admonition to the Praiſe of God, 
before the ſinging of a Tu, if 
time will permit, 


LET us conlidis my Bre- 

Pſz. x00. thren ; what cauſe we have to 
3- pralie God. He is the Author 
of our Being 3 The Fountain of 

our Mercies: The God of our 

Life and of our Salvation. O! 

Praiſe the infinite Goodneſs 0 

Pſa. $.5, God, who maar us little lowe 
than the Angels in the State ol 

our Creation; yea, who hati 

ſhewn to us faln men, moreCon 

pallio! 


Religious Conference, 241 
paſſion then to the fala Angels 

tor they are referved in everlaji- 

ing Chains of Darkveſs, . to thc Fude 6, 
Tnarement of the preat Day; 
whillt we bave the offers of c- 
ternal Redemption. And it 
pleaſes God to fit men dayly 

for his nearer preſence in the , c;, 
work of SanCtification, whilſt «, 
Devils are wholly given up to. 


their malitious perverſeneſe, 


LET us conſider, That Man 
was made by God to be the 


Mouth of the dumb Creatures 


inthe Praiſes of their Creator: 

Man is to be the A:gh Prieſt of T6: 164: 
the lower Creation to offer up a 
divineService for the wholteCor= 
gregation of Sublunary Beings. 

LE I us remember, That py, ,-. 
Man's Tongue is his Glory, avery %. 
wonderful and peculiar Gift of 
God to men, Let us fay there: 


fore with the Holy Pfalmjt, 1 Pſs 109. 


will greatly praiſe the Lord with 30+ 
my mouth; y'a, 1 will praiſe him 
among the Multitnde, EN. 

* ES | Let, 


4x 
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LE T us obſerve, with what 
cheertulneſs the very Birds tune 
their pleaſant Notes to the 
Praiſe of their Maker,after their 
Capacity. They have no St:re- 
FHlouſe nor Barn, and know not 
where they ſhall find the next 
mouthful of meat; yet how 


pleaſant are they! And how 


void of mummurs or ſullenneſs. 
FINALLY, Let us conſider 


. that by praiſing God now, we 


jearn how to praiſe God in 
Heaven. This will be the Work 


' and Happineſs of that State of 
Glory, Let us therefore joyn 


our ſincere Praiſes in the Church 


| below tothoſe more perfe&t Ha; 


lelujabs of the Saints above. It 
is ſajd;Rev.14. 3. That none conld 
lara their Song, but thoſe that 


were. redeemed from the Earth: 


From which we may note, that 
true Holineſs is that which will 
ft us for the Songs of Heaven. 
LE T ustherefore now ſtrain 
vp our AﬀeCtions to the higheſt 
pitch 


— = 
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pitch ; and ſo ſing the Praiſes of God 

in Heart and Spirit, P/a. 148. 2. that 

Angels and Saints may joyn with us now, 

and we with them for evermore. 
Amen, 


Then a Pſalm may be ſung :, all ſtand» 
ing up in this exalted part of divine 
Worpup. 


Then may they vepeat tre 
Apoſt ies Creed. 


Believe in God the Father Allmizh- 
ty, Maker of Heayen and Earta : 
And in Jeſus Chriſt, his onely Son our 
Lord 3 who was conceived by the Holy 


! Ghoſt : Born of the / wei Mary : Suts 
{ tered under Pontins Pilate, was Crucih- 
; ed, dead and buried : He deſcended in- 


to Hel]: The third day he aroſe again 
rom the dead : He aſcended ir.to Hea- 
ven, and fitreth on the rlght Hand of 
God the Father Allmighty : From 
thence he ſhall come to judge the quick 
and the dead- 
I Believe in the Holy Ghoſt z The 
— M2 Holy 
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Holy Catholick Church : The Commy- 

nion of Saints, The forgiveneſs of Sing, 

Tre Reſurrection of the Body, at:d the 

Lie everlaſting, Aman. | 
All. Lord, we bilicve 3 help thou cur 
Vt elef, | 


Then all kneeling, Aſter the Colle 
fir Trinity Sunday the Steward 
may proceed in Prayer for the Socie: 
"ty, which may aiſobe uſed in a pris 
vate Family, 


Moſt Holy and Bleſſed God ! The 
Creator, Governor ard Judge of 

all: Who hateſt Falſhood and Hypo- | 
criſy, and wilt not accept the Prayer | 
cf fcizned Lips : Bur haſt promiſed to Þ 
few Wercy to ſuch as turn unto thee Þ 
by true Faith and Repentance. Vecuch- 
ſafe ve pray thee to create in us Tleen 
aid upriebt Hearts, thro? an unfeign- 
ed Faith in thy Son our Saviour. To 
us indeed belcngeth Shame and Con: 
fuſion of Face: We are not wortay to 
lift up our eyes or voice towards Hea 
yen: Gur Natures are depravyed, andÞj 
| our | 
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our Ways have bzen perverſe befors 
thee- O! Let not thy wrath arile a: 
92in{t us leſt we be conſamed in a mo- 
ment: Bat: let thy mercifv] Bowel 
yearn Over us; and vouchiate to purti- 
he and pardon us thro? thine all-:athct- 


ent Grace and Mercy 11 our Lord je{us 
Ciriit- Since it hath pleaſed thee to os: 


fer him up as a Sacrifice for Sinners, 
vouchſafe we beſeech thee to cleanſe 
vs from all Iniquity thro his Blood. 
We believe that he 1s able to fave ro 
the uttermoſt thoſe that come to tace 
by him and we do earneſtly defire to 
embrace him as onr Prince and Saviour ; 
O! Give ns Repentance and Remilli- 
on 01 fin taro? his Name. All we like 
Sheep bave gone aitray, every ore 1n 
hts own way: Good: Lord, reduce us. 
into thy Fold thro? rhis great Snepicrd 
of Souls ; and be pleaſed to lay on him 
the Iniquity of us all. 

AND as we have much to be. forgjs 
ven, be pleaſed to incline our hearts 
tolove thee much-who forgivelt Iniqui- 
ty, Tranſgrefiioa and Sin. 


M4 ſuch 
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Give vs 
that Faith which worketh by Love, and 
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ſuch Love as will conſtrain us to have 
regard to all thy Commandements, 

And make us to look carefully to al} 
our ways, that we may never again do 
any thing whereby thy Holy Name may 
[-e blaſphemed, or thine Authority de: 
tpiſed. 

GIVE vs the deepeſt Humility, 
without which we can never be accep- 
ted of thee our infinitely condeſcending 
God-Make us continually to tread in the 
Steps of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour; 
being of a meek and quiet Spirit, al- F 
ways influenced by the higheſt Love of | 
thee our God, and by the moſt chari- |# 
table Diſpoſitions towards all men, 

VOUCHSAEE to indne us with the || 
ſaving Knowledge of Spiritual things, |! 

Laar we may receive all thy Truths, in |! 
_ the love of them, in all Patience, Pu- 
Lity, Juſtice, Temperance, Godlineſfs 
and Brotherly: kindneſs ; that we may 
adorn our Holy Profeſſion, and reſem- 
ble the divine Goodneſs of thee our 
Heavenly Father. 

AND ſince we are not only weak 
and frail, but corrupt and finful: 
Vouch- 
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Vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep us by the 
power of thine Holy Spirit, that. we 
fall not from our ayowed Stedfaſtneſs 
in all Chriſttan Duty. Preſerve us 
from all the Sin and Vanity to which 
our Age, Condition, and Natore is 
prone, and to. which the Devil and 
this World may at any time tewpr us. 

Glorifte, Good God, thy Strergth in 
our weakneſs,thy grace in our poliutions 


& thy Mercy in our Saivation, May our 


holyReligion be grounded and ſeirjed in 
oor Hearts; that out of the good 


Treaſure of a gracious Heart, our 


Speech may be fayoury, and our Con- 
verſation exemplary ; and that we inay 
be fruitful in all gaod works even to 
our old Age, and to orr laſt day. 


FIT us we pray thee for every ſtate 


of Life into which thy Providence ſhall 
caſt us, proſper our lawful Underta: 


kings, preſerve us Night aid Day; 
-and prepare us for a hopeful Death, 


and a bleſſed Eternity, 


BE pleaſed, we beſeech thee, to blcis 


all thoſe Socretzes, who intruth apply 


their Hearts to thy Service and Glory x . 
We. 
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248  Direttions for 
|| We pray thce be pleaſed to ſtrength- 
|| cn, {abilth and fettle both them and 
vs in thy Faith, Fear, and Love, 

LET nothing in this world diſ- 
courage vs from the purſuit of thoſe 
;\ Holy purpoſes, which thy Spirit has 
at any time put into cur iHearts 
4 nd Minds. Bur make us all faithſul 
| to the our avowed God, and our de- 
{fired Portion, even nnto death ; that 
ve at laſt (with thy whole Church) 
may be partakers, of that eternal Life 
Y and perfect Bliſs, which thou haſt 
q - promiled, thro? Jeſus Chriſt thy only 
begotten. Son, our only Mediator and 
Redeemer- Amen, \ 


Dn 


A General Interceſſion, 


LLMIGHTY God, whoſe Kingdom 
| and Power 1s _———_—_ vec 
| ſafe we pray. thee to defend and proſ- ' |} 
W per thy ok Þ Church ; and ſo diſpoſe | 
& the Heart of thy-Servant King William, 
| that he may ever ſeek thy Honour and. 
W Glory. - And grant to his whole ons 
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that they may truly and indifferently 
miniſter Juſtice to the ſuppreſhag of 
thoſe Vices which reign amongſt us, 
and to the reviving of true Religion 
and Concord. Ai;d grant that ail our 
Biſhops and Inferior Paſtors may ve 
effettually illuminated by the Kuow- 
ledpe of thy Word, thut by their Holy 
Lives and Sound: Doctrine they may 
convert many to-Rizhteonſnels: 

AND to all the People of theſe 
three Nations be: pleaſed to. give thine 
Heavenly Grace, that they may live 1a 


thy Faith and Fear, in Obedience ro 


Authority, and ip godly Love towards 
each other, 
FINALLY, we commend to thy 


fatherly Goodneſs all. thoſe that are 


afflicted in Mind, Body. or Eſtate, e- 


 fpecially ſuch as ſuffer forRighteoaſneſs 


fake. OLord relieve them according 


'to their ſeveral neceſſities, giye theM 


patience under their Sufferings, and: a 


- happy liſne out of all their Aflictions 3 
- All which we beg in the Name and Mes 


diatian of Jeſus Chriſt our SaV3OYre 
Lm:1. 


"_ 


ci!, and to all in Authority under hims | 
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A Thanks-giving. 


ul O Moſt merciful God, the Father 
ak of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
laexhauſtible Fountain of Goodneſs, 
we humbly praife thy Name for all thy 
mercles vouchſafed to ns. We praiſe 
thee, that thou madeſt ns reaſonable 
Creatures ; That we -were born in a 
Chriſtian Land ; and that we were 


'F early brooght into thy gracious Cove- 


nant, We bleſs thee for all the Ad- 
vantages of our Education ; for all the | 
Benefits of good Examples, and of ſea- | 
ſonable Counſel and Reproof. For | 
' all the Comfort we have had 1n any 
Relation, Friend or Enjoyment , and 
for the comfortable Uſe of all thy good 
Creatures. | 
WE praiſe thee for all the Benefits | 

of Afﬀliftion 3 for thy merciful Sup- | 
- Port in Trouble; and thy gracious De» |}? 
_ Iiverances from any Evil. 7 
WE bleſs thy Name for our preſent 
Health, for our neceflary food, for 7 
our pcaceable habitations, and _or I 
that - 
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that meaſure of outward things which 
thy Bounty. hath diſpenſed to us. 

B U FT aboveall, we bleſs and praiſe 
thy Name now, (and deſire to magnifie 
thy Name for ever) for our Redemp- 
tion by the Blood of thy beloved Son; 
and that thou haſt ordained means of 
eternal Life thro? him. Es 
_ WE praife thee for thy Covenant 
of Life and Peace; for thy Word and: 
Sacramerits; for the Operations of 
thine holy Spirit, and far any Evidence . 
or hope of thy . Favour towards ys who. 
are leſs than the leaſt of thy mercies. 

W E blefs thee, Good God, for thy 
Patience towards us, or thy Calls to vs, 
and: for thy great Pity and Compaſſion 
to ſuch unworthy Creatures. 

' SE T home, we beſcech thee, a due 
and conſtant Senſe of theſe-and all thy 
Mercles upon all our hearts, and make 
us to live to the Praiſe of thee (the 
God of ' our Mercies) all our days; 

3 thro? Jeſus Chriſt 'onr Lord, to whem 

$ With thee, &the HolyGhoft, be all Bleſ- 
* [3 fing, Honour, Glory and Power aſcrib'd 
by Angels and Men for evermore. _ 

| Then 
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Then all ſanding up, The following 
E x:0rt ation to Humility may be 
read. 


\ A Y Brethren, ſince the Great 

1 God doth often aſſure us in 

Fe. 4- 6. his Holy Word ; That he will rc- 
z Pet. 5 i5t the Proud,but giveGrace to. the 
3 Humble, Let us conſider ; that 
our Undertakings, tho? never 


Tub, I4.s 


L ** nought, except we be truly and 


deeply humble. Indeed it can not 
be otherwiſe, becauſe the proud 


Perſon quits his Reliance on | 


God, to reſt in. himſelf, which 
is to exchange a Ruck- for a 

Reed, 
ALAS! what are we, poor 
Ges. 32; empty Nvthings! yea, what is 
19 worſe, condemned periſhing 
Sinners ? We have perhaps Un- 
derftanding now, but God can 
Dm. 4: ſoon turn it into Madneis. We 
32 may have ſome Attainments in 


* i Grace, -but ſpiritoal Pride will-«| 
Wl- 1 


ſo good, will fail and come to | 
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wither all, and ſoon reduce us 
to 2 very profligate and wretch 1[. 56. 
ed ſtate : Such as we haveſeen ** 
others tumble into, who have 
begun in the Spirzr, and ended  _ 
in the Fleſh. What bave we 109% 4 
that we have not received? And 7 
which, he that gave .it, may 
not as ſoon take away? 

WE that are young in years, | -;,, ,, 
and younger in Gracez arein «6, 


danger of Self-conceit, and of 7 


being pulſed up ; - which is a 
Quick- Sand in which thouſands 
have been ſwallowed up and pe- 
_ riſht, It is not in vain, that 


the Apoſtle requires ; - That p,, | 


Young-men be exhorted to be ſober: 1g, 
minded, Tit. 2. 6, which he 
elſe-where explains, when: he 

ſays; Let no man think of him- j, ,, 


ſelf more. highly than be ought to 12, 13+ 


think, but to think ſoberly, Rom. 
{OPT NINE | 


BY pride the Angels fell 1 71m. 3. 


from Heaven: And if everwe ©. 
climb up to thoſe bleſſed Seats 
| from 


| 
"T3 
1 Þ+ 


'Q! 
ih 


1K 
8. 


| 

K; 
j 
k ? 


Fi 
L-6 


| is 


F 
ths. 

by 
1} fy 
*". 


254 QOIreazons [07 


from which they are faln, it 

muſt be by the gracious ſteps of 

| Humility and Lowlineis of 
Luk, 18. Mind. Wherefore tet him that 
14 thinketh he ſtanduth, take heed leſt 


1 Co.10. he fall. Let ws walk humbly. 
122 mwithour God, and with all men;. 
and ever have lowly Thoughts. 
__— of our vile ſelves, and of-our 


poor Attainments, and of our 


| defeCtive Performances. And. 
| 2 C0r,12» with St. Parl, (who was 7» 1 


11, Phingbehind the rent Boey wg M#.- 


poſt les ) let ns always fay, JF 


am Norhing: 


Let us therefore now ſing to the. 
Praiſe of God; to whom alone Praiſe 


is due. | 


Here fing a Pſalm : After which the 


Steward may ſe ay. 


IT is very meet and right; and our- 
| bounden Duty, that we ſhould ar all. 
times, and in all Places, give thanks 


anto thee, O' moſt bleſſed and bounti- 
ful God, in whoſe hands our breath is, 
| and 
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and from whom cometh our Salvation. 


All, - Therefore with Angels and 
Arch- Angels, and with all the Com- 


pany of Heaven, we laud and magnis 
he thy glorious Name, evermore pralſ- 
ing thee, and faying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God of Hoſts! Heaven and 
Earth are full of thy Glory : Glory be 


. to thee O Lord moſt High. Amer. 


Stew, May the Grace of our Lerd 
Jeſus Chriſt,. the Love of God, and 
the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be 
with us all evermore, Amer. 


** At the Requeſt of ſome under my 
* Miniſtry, the following Prayers are 
* added. _ 
* And let it be noted, That the for 


©« going Forms of Prayer and Praiſe _:|* 


*© may be properly uſed in Private F.u- 
« 1i{t:s, And the prefaces to both may 


* be uſefully read in Families now and 


© then, to excite zealous Aﬀetions,and 

* an awful dread of God in our ap- 
* proaches to him. | 

© And to the end, That the dayly 

* Worſhip of God may be ſet amd kept 

' up 
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255 _ Diretlions for 
«yp in every Family. | Let it nevey 
& be forgotten, that the Spirit of God 

« has denounced a moſt dreadful Curſe 
&« ypon all prayerleſs Families. Jer. 10. 

«& 25. Pour out thy Fury upon the Hea- 

« then that know thee nt, and upon the 
« Families that call nct upon thy Name, 

©.And; as I have often in my Ser- 

© mons, ſo 1 here again ſolemnly 
« charge thoſe that own my Miniſtry, 
«eyen in the Preſence, and by the Au> 
$ thoriry of the Allmighty God, that 
© they pull not this denounced Curſe 
- © qapon themſelves and Families. And 
« lagain mind them to read the word 
«of .God daily, and to. Catcchize their 
© Children and Servants in a ſerious 
& 2nd effectual Manner: And that they 
& Remember thei Lords Day to krep it Hye 
«ly; even: the whole day, and that 
© they ſuffer not their Children or Ser- 
& yants to pollute-any part of it, or tri- 
« fle it away by unneceſſary worldly 
« buſineſs or vain diicourſe, or diverſi- 
"ON, | 

Theſe things are neceſſary to your Peace 
with God, and your dying in Hepe, : 
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A Prayer for a Family in the 
Morning. 


Moſt Boly and Bleſſed God ! who 
- filleſt all places with thy Preſence, 


and art a ſearcher of all Hearts : With 
| thee is Terrible Majeſty ro confound: 
thine Enemies;but infinite Mercy to ſuc- 


cor the humble & contrite Soul; we pray 


thee meet us not at this time in thy juſt 


| Vengeance as a conſuming Fire; bur. 


be pleaſed to accept vs gratiouſly thro” 


' thy Mercy in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt» 
who is our Hope. 


WE have indeed lived too long 25 
without God in the World : We have - 
wickedly follow@ our own corrupt 
Deſires and Devices: And have not 
duely owned thy Sovereignty and Do- 
minion over us:: We have broken our 


# vows, and ſtifled our Conſciences, and: 


| exceedingly defiled our ſelves, and. of-' 


| miſes and:Threatnings of thy Book, & 


fended thee, ſetting at nought the Pro- 


ha- 


. Diredtions for 


I hating to be reformed. Lord, we [3 
\\$ 


ment ovr Impenitency, and. Unbelief, 
and all the ſinful fruits of our filthy & 
ungodly Hearts, Lips, and Lives. Agd 
we earneſtly beſeech thee, that thou 
wouldelſt not give us up to our own 
kithyneſs, and folly, and hardneſs of 
Heart : But that thou wouldeſt grati- 
- ouſly reduce us into thy Fold & Favonr, 
by the Power of thine Holy Spirit, and 
to accept and pardon us thro? the merit 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

AN D, O Lord, vouchfafe to cleanſe 
and ſanQify vs in Soul and Body : And 
make vs to glorify thy Name on Earth, 
and to do the work thou haſt given us 
to do. Be pleaſed to ſubdue our Cor- 
ruptions, and to mortify eyery 1nor- 
dinate AﬀeCion and unruly Paſſion : 
And make us entirely reſigned to thy 
WI}, and ſabſervient to thy Praiſe,no 
and Ever. | 

KEEP us, we beſeech thee, from 


the Snares of worldlyPleafures and En- 


joy ments, and make us to fet our 
Hearts on things above : And bring all 
the Powers of our Souls and Bodys tn- 
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toa w:!ling ſubjection to thy Rule and 
Government. And ſave us from all car- 


nal Ignorance and Unbelief, and from 


all Ungodlineſs, and Sinful indulgence 
of the Fleſh. 

VOUCHSAFE, Good God, to 
pity our weakneſs and imperfeCtion : 
Andtoſuccour usin all our Temptattons: 
And to ſupport us in all our Sorrows & 
Afflitions : And grant us a happy end 
of al] our Sorrows at laſt in thige eter- 
nal Kingdom. 

MAKE us ever mindful of the 


End for which we were made ; and the ]. 


chief work we have to do; and the 


uncertainty of this preſent Life; and 


affect us duly by the forethought of that 
unchangableEternity to which we are 
haſtening. 

AND let thy Falth and Fear ever 
dwell in our hearts; that it may be our 


_ continual Exerciſe to keep our Con- 


{ciences void of Offence both towards 
thee, our God, and towards all Men. 

SUFFER us not to ſpend the Day 
of our Salvation idely and unprofitably : 
But make us to work out our nga = 
| Wit 
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- with Fear and Tremblings thro? thy 


grace and ſpirit : And make us to ſtand 
always upon our Watch; prepared 
for our Maſter's Cal] : "Thar whenſo- 
ever thou ſhall put an end to this mortal 
Life, it may be the beginning of a Blet- 
ſed Immortality. 

-VOUCHSAFE, © - Lord, to 
Bleſs all our Governours in Church and 
State; and grant that they may be thy 
Miniſters to us for Good : And that we 
may never be guilty of any ſictul dif- 
obedience towards them, And give to all 
- the people of this Nation thy grace to 
live in Unity and Godly Love, and to 
further each others preſent _and eternal 
wellfare. 

BE pleaſed to bleſs all our Relati- 
ons and Friends; and multiply thy mer- 
cies epon them in the Bleſſings of this 
and of the other World, And vouch- 
ſafe to ſuccor all that Ilye under any 
Sorrow or Affliction, and be near unto 
them in all they call npon thee for. 

MANIFEST thine eſpecial L-ve 
and Favour, we pray thee, to this Fami- 
ly: Vouchlate to provide for us, and 


de-. 
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defend us by thy good providence. « 
Preſerve us from all Evil thro'out this 
day ; proſper vs in our lawful Aﬀairs; 
let no vatiance nor il]-will prevail a- 
moneſt us, but keep us in Peace and 
Chriſtian Love to our lifes end.- 

FINALLY, Wepralſe thy great 
and glorious Name for all thy mercies 
towards us. For the Reſt and Safety 
of the laſt Night; for the renewed 
comforts of this preſent day, and all the 


_ good Providences of our palt Life. 


MORE eipecially, for the means 
of grace, the motions of rhy ſpirit, and 
for thy great patience & long- ſuffering 
towards us. But above all, for the Merits 
and Mediation of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ever liveth to make 
Interceſſion for us ; for whoſe ſake we 
beſeech thee to hear us, accept vs, and 
pardon us; together with theſe our 
unworthy Prayers, in whoſe moſt holy 
Nameand Words we further pray : 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name ; thy Kingdom 
come ; Thy will be done 1n Earth as ir is 

| in 
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in Heaven: Give vs this day our dayly 
Bread : And forgive us our Treſpaſſes 


as we forgive them thatTreſpaſs againſt. 


us: And lead us not into Temptation, 
but Deliver us from Evil: For thine is 
the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amer, 


A Prayer for a Family in the 

| Evening. | 
Eternal God ! Infinite in all Per- 
fection, and worthy of all Praiſe ! 
who wilt be glorified in or upon every 
Creature which thou haſt made: Ir is 
meet, that with Fear and Trembling 
we conſider thy holy and righteous 
Attributes, and ovr own polluted Na- 
tures and ſinful Lives. | 

O Lord ! we have ſinfully forgotten 
thee our Creator in the days of our 
Youth ; and vainly miſ-ſpent our pre- 
tious time in Sin and Folly. Alas! with 
what diligence have we ſery'd the Fleſh, 
and the Devil, and this preſent World! 
and how little have we minded the 


Concerns of our Salvation and eternal 
Life! 


| hands our Breath is: But have lived 
| as if we had been made onely for this 
world; and to pleaſe our ſelves. 


Life! We have not glorified thee the 


ungodly ſpeeches ; and call us ſpeedi- 


Hopes of Happineſs in this! And 


1 Thouſands of unpardoned Sins ! or how 
2 could we endure to dwell with ever- 
4 laſting Burnings! 


, there is Infinite Mercy and plenteous 
Z Redemption. Thou ſo lovedit the - 
TI world as to glve thine onely begot- 


1 Portion; O Lord, how could we ap- 
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God that madeſt us, and in whoſe 


O! how juſtly mayeſt thou Snatch 
away our Breath from us, fince we 
have fo much abuſed it in idle and 


ly into an other World, ſince we 
have ſo perſumptuouſly built our 


ſhonld this be thy Pleaſure and. our 


pear before thee in the Guilt of 
BUT with thee, O Bleſſed God, 


ten Son, that whoſoeyer believes on 
| him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting Life, Lord, we defire to be- 
| lteve on him, help us we pray thee 
q againſt our Unbelief. Enable M. = 
8 
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ſubmit. all the Powers of our Soul to 
him in his ſaving Offices, and grant thar 
we may ſo beiieve on him, that we may 
obtain Eternal Life thro? his Name, 
BE pleaſed to take away all inpurj- 
ty and hypocrilie, a!] inſenfiblegeſs and 
' perverſneſs fromus: And make us thy 
wiling and obedlent Servants for ever. 
We know, that without Holineſs, none 
can enter into thyKingdom : O Lord, 
make us Holy thro? the effetual Rege- 
neration ayd Sanctifhcation of thine Ho- Þ 
1y Spirit: . That we may love thee with ; 
all our Heart and Soul; and ſerve thee Þ 
with all our Might and Strength. And | 
may delight to do thy Will, and to de- | 
ny our ſelves for thy ſake. 3 
AND fince we have too long neg- p 
leted that great Salvation which was || 
purchaſed for us by the Blood of thy | 
Son : Awaken us, we pray thee, to im- | 
rove the remaining ſpace of our Days Þf 
wit all poſſible care,giving all diligence Þ 
to make our calling and EleCtion ſure. Þ 
ENABLE us to break looſe from | 
the Snares of this preſent World, and | 


from all the ſinful entanglements of the | 
Fleſhy þ 
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Fleſh,and from the ſeducements of wick- 
ed and diſlolute men: That we may 1vn 
with ſpecd that Race which thou hait 
ſet before us, and may perievere in it 
to the Death, that we may In the end 
attain everliſting Life. 

TO this end, make us habitvally 
mindful of the ſhortneſs and uncert»in- 
ty of this mortal Life, & the unprofita- 
blenefs of all Earthly things in the hour 
of Death, and in the ocher World. 
And make us now to chooſe thy Favour 
as our chiefeſt Good, thy Son as onr 
Prince and Say1our,and thy Kingdom as. 
our Portion. And when our Souls {hall 
be ſummoned to leave this earthly Ta- 
bernacle, vouchſafe, Good God, to re- 
ceive us into thoſe everlaſting Manſions 
which our Bleſſed Saviour has Prepared 


3 for thoſe that love Him. 


FOR whoſe ſake, we Pray thee, Bleſs 
theſe three Nations with Plenty, Peace, 
and Safety, and with the Increaſe of all 
that's good. And ſend Peace and Truth 
amongſt all Nations. 

B E pleaſed to bleſs and diret all that 
are {et1n Authority over us; And prant 
that they may Govern vs, and we o- 
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Ec; thei, 16 the Fear of thee our God. 
Y 'cuch {ate to ſuccour all that are objects 
Gi Mitery, whether they labour rode: 
ſpiritual or temporal aflictions: And be 
picaſed to adminiſter to them 3s their 
Necellitics of Soul or Body require, 

B E gratious to all our Relations and 
Friends, preſerve tiem from all Evil, & 
bind vptheir Souls in the bundle of Life. 

B E more particularly gratious, we 
pray 5 Nec to this Family, ard to every 
Purilcuier Perion in it, Be plea;ed to 
Giccl] With 0s; 21 d rule over us. Preſerve 
25 in Peace ard Safety ; and let thy Spt- 

rit role 11 £very one ot our Hearts, that 
we may Filthiully diſcharge our reſpe- 
Fa Ee Duties 01.0 to anotter, and may 
ve in Chriſtian Union and Peace, 
AVonchfafe; thou that never lumber- 
et nor ſizepeſt! to grant us thy Pro- 
teticy this Night : Give thine Holy 
Angels charge concerning us : Preſerve 
ps trom Janger by Fire, "and Tempelt; 
and from the violence of unreaſonable 
men : Ard ſuffer no Evil to befall any of 
3, Nvr- any Plague to come nigh our 
drcllings. 
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whether we ſhall ſee the light of another 
day, be pleaſed, Good God, now to ſeal 
to every Soul'of us the Pardon of all our 
Sins thro? the Blood of the New Tefta- 
ment: That when we come to lie down 
upon our Death - Beds, we may reit in 
| hope of a blefled Reſurreftion. + 
FINALLY, we laud and magnify 
thine Holy Name, O Lord,for thy good - 
neſs in our Creation, and Qayly Perier- 
vations Fqr our Health, Eaſe, Peace, 
Friends,Fogd; Rayment, Deliverancess 
& all the comforts of this preſent Life : 
And for all the means of attaining eyer- 
laſting Happineſs : For the price waich 
our Ld. Jeſus Chriſt has paid for cur Re- 
demption, for thy bleſſed Goſpel, thine 
Holy Ordinances, and all the Motions 
of thy Gond Spirit: Humbly implorins 
thy Grace, that we may ſo live to thy 
Praiſe !izre on Earth,that we may at la{t 
be jywd with Glorified Saints & Holy 
Angels, to Praiſe thy Name for ever. 
All which we humbly beg for the fake of 
- Tetus Chriit our Lord and Saviour, in 
whoſe prevailing Name, and compre- 
henfive Words, we conclude oor un- 
worthy Prayers. Quwr Farmer, Ge. 
N 2 A 


OS 


Ie 9 © 


268 Dzret ns for 


A Prayer for a Perſon at Sea. 


INVISIBLE and Omnipre- 
tent God ! the Allmighty Crea- 
* torand abſolute Governor of the whole 
gd World! Thou holdeſt the Winds in 
EL thy fiſt, and giveſt Laws to the Sea 


which it cannot paſs. My whole de. 
pendence 15s on thee, from whom com- 


eth my preſent ſafety, and my eternal 
Saivation. I humbly beſeech thee, for 
the ſake of Teſus Chriſt thy Son, that 
thy Grace and Mercy may be with me 
all my days- 

| have indeed diſhonoured thy 


Name; deſpiſed thy Government, and: 


broken thy Laws; I have often in- 
eniged my ſinfull Luſts and wrath- 
ful Pailions, contrary to my Vows 
and Covenant made with thee, and 
Ly word revealed to us. 


BLIT O Lord, for Chriſt's fake, 


{ who 1s our Patlover, lain for the 
Salvation of Sinners) be merciful un- 
r0 me, and pardon my Sins. Let not 


thy wrath cut me off in my poilutton, 


as I have deſerved ; but let thy Mercy 
ahound towards me for Ever. 


_ 


AND 
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AND vouciſafe, © Lord, to keep 
me by thy Grace from the Sins to which 
I am daily expoſed by temptation, and 
my own ſinful Heart. And let thy good 
Providence preſerve me from the can- 
gers wherewith 1 am encompaſſed. 

\W E behoid, O Lord, thy Wonders 
in the deep: Wonders of thy Good- 
neſs, as well as of thy Wiidom and 


Power : O Lord, give me Grace to ads 


mire and praife thine infnite PerfcAt- 
ons ; and grant that my Lins may ne- 
ver blaſpheme thy Great and Glorious 
Name, nor eyer curfe Men who are 


. made after thine Inage and }ikeneis. 


OUR times, O Lord, are inthire 
hand; how foon mighteſt thoa make 
this Sea a Common Grave to us au? It 
but a Plank burſt, or give way, cr a 
Rockor a Heap of Sand lie in car way, 
how 'oon ſhatl we be ſwallowed up in 
the Decp, and be wafted into our end- 
leſs and unchangeahle Eſtate ? 

BU T thy good Providence is a ſure 


| Defence: I pray thee, vouchſafe it to 


me, and to all that Sail with me,in order 

to our continual direfton and defence. 

And youciifafe tocarry us in ſafety t0 
N 3 | 
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KF theplace of our Habication, and to pre- 
# Fferve all our Relations and Friends in 
their ſeveral Dwellings, that we may 
behold each others Faces again with 
Comfort. 

AND fit us all for that Place of Reſt 
and Peace which thou haſt promiſed to 
thy faithful Servants, and give us thy 
Grace to make us meet for that eternal 
Inheritance amongſt thy Saints, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, in 
whole Holy Name and Words we fur- 
ther pray. Our Father, &c. 


' In a Storm, 


LORD ovr God! the Father 
of Mercies, the God of all Power 
_ and Might! Who commandelt the 
Winds and the Seas, and they obey 
thee, We, Q Lord, thy dependent 
Creatures, do ſend np our Cry unto thee 
in our Diſtreſs. O ! let the voice of our 
Prayers, and not the Cry of our Sins 
come before thee: Hear, we pray thee, 
the Interceſſion of thy Son for Sinners, 
and ſor his ſake ſend us Relief. . 
THERE is no Power in the pom 
| rea* 
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Creation to help us. Lord, Save us or 


we periſh. Manifeſt, we pray thee, 


the. greatneſs of thy Power in our 
Succour and Comfort, in the dark and | 
deep Calamity wherewith we are Þ 
diſtreſſed. The Winds and Waters ' Þ 
know their Maker's Voice : And tho? 
they are now in their Rage, yet if thine 
Almighty Voice {peaks the word, they 


will ſoon calm and be ſtill. O Lord, be | 


pleas'd to ariſe for our Help, that we 
may live to ſpeak of thy Mercy, and 
tell of all thy wondrous Works, 

AN D), wepray thee, give us Grace 
that we may never forget nor abuſe 
thy Mercy : But incline and enable us 
to live Holy,Righteous, & ſober Lives, 
to the Praiſe of thee, our God, thro? 


Jeſus Chriſt our onely Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen, Amen. 


A T bankſgiving after a Storm, 


LORD! Thou art the God of 
our Mercies, and the God of our 
Praiſe. I humbly preſent unto thee, O 
thou Preſerver of Men! all poſlible 
Praiſe and Thankfulneſs for thy merci- . 


> — 
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ful and ſeaſonable appearance for us in 

our late Diſtreſs. We (aid, We are cut. 

off from the living, and all our earthly 

Hopes are wither'd away ; but thy zood 
' Providence appear'd for us, and the 

Hand of our God brought us Delive- 

rance from the Jaws of Death, Good 

Lord, enable us to comply with the end 

of thy Patience and Bounty towards us, 
and make thy preſent Mercy to us an in- 

violable Band of future Obedience to 

thee,and an Earneſt oftiine everlaſting 

Mercy to ns, thro Jeſus Chriſt, out 

Bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amer, 
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A Thankſeiving when ſafely Arriv'd 
at any Port, 


O INFINITELY Great anl' 
Good God | by whoſe good Pro- 
vidence I am brought in ſafety to my | 
defird Haven! I humbly aſcribe wie | 

whole of my Preſervation and Succeſs \ 
to thy Conduct and Bleſſing. It is not |? 
in the Power of Man to preſerve him- |* | 
ſelf, or to proſper his beſt Endeayours: [2 | 
but it 1s by thy Goodneſs that we live, | 
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me thy Grace, thar as I live by thee; 
} may live to thee, and may never more 
diſhonour thy Name, or abuſe thy Mer- 
cy.; but may live ſuch a Life of Praiſe 
to thee on Earth, as may be an introdu- 
Aion to that ſtate of perſect Bliſs and 
Glory above, where Holy Angels and 
Saints extol and praiſe thy Glorious 


| Name for ever, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. Amer, | 


A Prayer for a Toung Perſon. 


OST Glorious and Bleſſed God ! 
The Life of our Life, and the 


God of our Salvation ! I look up unto” 


thee, the Fountain of Goodneſs, ( thro? 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt 


ordaired to be our Mediator) with hum: 
ble Thankfulneſs for all the Mercies of 
this preſenr Life, and for any Hope of 
evcriafting Happineis, 

I T 1s of thy great goodneſs, that 1 


2 was born in a Chriſtian Land : And of 
3 thine infinite Mercy, that I was early 
# brought into thy Covenant ; thy Cove- 
4 nant of Life and Peace; thro? the blood 
NY of the New Teſtament. | 


Q 
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O my God ! Ideſire to embrace the 
Engagements, as well as to enjoy the 
Bleſſings, of this thy gracious Cover 
nant : Earneſtly imploring thy Grace, 
that I may live ſuitably to my holy 
profeſſion. That ſo 1 may never, ne- 
ver diſhonour thinz Holy Name 3 nor 
in any Thought, Word or Deed deny 
the Lord that bought me. 

SEND thine holy Spirit, I be- 
ſkech thee, into my Soul: Vouchſafe 
ko regenerate and make me born anew 
| of the Holy Ghoſt: Baptize me, O 
Lord, with that divine Fire which may 
at once conſume my ſinful Luſts, and 
enflame my foul with divine Love. 

LORD make me to know thee, & 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent ; Pre- 
pare my Soul to receive him ſincerely 
in all his faving Offices; And make him 
effectually to me 2 Prince and a Saviour 
to give me Repentance and forgivenels 
of Sin. Thro' Him, O Lord, forg1ve 
_ my narural Corruption, aud heal m7 


leaperous Soul. And for his ſake, for- þ 
give 2ll my aftual Sins all the trant* | 
greſſions of my Youth ; my ſins after | 


Vows, contrary to knowledge, and a* 
111d 
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the ſake of my Crucifted Saviour, be merciful 
to my Unrighteouſnels, and remember my ini= 
quity no MoTCe . | 
And that [ may no more commit the ſame or 
other Offences. Vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep 


me by thy Grace from every ſinful way, and lead + 


me in the way everiafting. Preſerve me from 
the Pollations of youthful Luſtsz and harden 
me againſt the Solicitations and evil Examples 


| of impudent and daring Sinners. Be pleaſed to 


ſhew: me the vileneſs of ſenſual Pleaſures, the 
emptineſs of worldly poſſeffions, and the Folly 
of getting any thing on Earth by the Iofs of 
thy Favour. Bleſs me, O Lord, with an early 
Converſion, with an unblameable Life, with 
a hopeful Death, and a blefſed Eternity. 

Give me, Good God, thy Peace which paſſeth 
underflardings; and fo preſerve me from the 
Corruptions of this world, that I may inherit 
the Glory of thine undefiled Kingdom. 

And whereas there are Legions of infernal 
Powers who {eek to kinder my enterance inta 


? that Reſt; O Lord, leave me not to their Ma- 


lice, nor my own Frailty ; but ever ſuccour me 
with thine eſpecial Grace and peculiar Provie- 


& - dence; and make meas ready to help, and te 


forgive others, as to defire help and forgiveneſs 


I ofthee, my God, 


Make me to lead my Life in thy Fear, and in 
the ſenſe of thy Favour, and to grow in Grace 
as I advancein years, ever mindful of my Crea- 


tor, my Mortality, and my future Account... 


Chatliving keceto thy Glory, I may for ever 
' Praiſe 
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gaigſt thine infinite Goodneſs. O Lord! for 
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276 DireFions for, &c. 
praiſe thee in thy glorious Kingdom, thro? Te- 
(us Chrift, who is my*Hope: to whom with 
t hee, O Father, and the eternal Spirit, One 
God, beall Honour and Glory aſcribed by An- 
gels and Men for eyermore. Amen, 
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"ADVERTISEMENT. 


Y the Procurement of theſe Soczetzes, the | 
following Lettures are conftantly preach- | 
ed at Five in the Evening, on the Zord's Days 
after rnentioned. p72 | 


On every firſe Lora's Day inthe month, at St. Lau- 
rence Jewry, St, Clements Danes, Si, Michael 
Woodftreet, St. Olayes Southwark. 


On tbe ſecond Lord's Day in the Month, at St. 
Brides Hleet-ftreet, St, Albans Wood-ſtreet, St. ' 
Buttolph Aldgate. | | 


. On the third Lord's Day in the Month, at St. ' 
Martins in the Fields; 4t 6x inthe Morning, St 
Giles Cripple-gates 


On the la Lord's Day in the Momb, at St. I 
Giles Cripple-gate, St. Mary White-chappel, 
St. John Wapping. Þ 


Every Lord's Day, at St. Ann's near Alderſ- 
gate, at 5 inthe Evening; with publick Cate 
chtzing. 


